








by Arthur Van Seters 


[The following article was originally published in a Jewish 
periodical at University of Toronto, and is reprinted by 
permission. The author, Arthur Van Seters (senior in He- 
brew and philosophy at University College) is president of 
Toronto’s vcr chapter. Mr. Van Seters was commissioned 
by the editor of the Jewish publication to write this article, 
presenting a Christian’s view of the differences between 
Judaism and Christianity. Commenting on the article which 
Mr. Van Seters wrote, the editor stated: “There has been 
a tendency recently to emphasize the brotherhood and tol- 
erance line in the relationship of Jews to other members of 
the community. We have done such an excellent job of 
stressing our similarities with ‘Christian Co-Religionists’ 
that we are in danger of losing sight of our religious and 
cultural points of departure ... Mr. Van Seters has chal- 
lenged openly many of what we consider unassailable tenets 
of our faith, We have an obligation to answer him. . .” 


—Ed.] 


‘Te JEWISH FAITH is based on the fact that the 
Jews are the chosen people of God. 


The writer of Deuteronomy says: “It was not 
because you were more in number than any other 
people that the Lord set his love upon you and 
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples; 
but it is because the Lord loves you, and is keeping 
the oath which he swore to your fathers.” 


The Jews, then, were the chosen people of God, 
but note, not because they were in any way superior 


SRAEL 


CHOSEN BUT NOT CHOICE 


to other peoples (i.e., not on the basis of their 
merit), but rather, God chose the Israelites because 
He loved them. 

Why did He love them? Simply because He 
loved them. His choice was according to His own 
mysterious grace. 

The writer adds that in choosing the Israelites, 
God was keeping the oath which He swore to their 
fathers and especially the promises made to Abra- 
ham. But what exactly was that promise? The Lord 
said, “Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him.” 

Now this reveals two important facts which the 
Jewish people have misunderstood. First, that they 
were chosen not because of merit, but simply 
through God’s grace; and second, that their func- 
tion as a chosen people was to be God’s instrument 
to bring this message of grace to all nations. 

Note further that God’s choice of Abraham him- 
self was not on the basis of merit, for “Abraham 
believed God and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness.” 

Now if a man works, his wages are not counted 
as a gift but as a fair reward. But if a man irre- 
spective of his work has faith in Him who justifies 
the sinful, then that man’s faith is counted as 
righteousness, and that is the gift of God. 

The whole thing then is a matter of faith on 
man’s part and generosity on God’s. He gives the 
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security of His promise to all men who can be called 
“children of Abraham,” i.e., both those who have 
lived in faith by the Law, and those who have ex- 
hibited a faith like that of Abraham. To whichever 
group we belong, Abraham is our father, as the 
Scripture says: “A father of many nations have I 
made thee.” 

Now what have the Jews done? They have de- 
nied grace and tried to live by works, and thereby 
have become incapable of passing on the message 
of grace. Therefore when the Messiah came they 
did not recognize Him. Their concept of a Messiah, 
despite the prophets, was a warrior who would en- 
hance them as a nation and be their Deliverer from 
the bondage of Rome. 


Because their minds were fixed on what they 
achieved instead of what they believed, they tripped 
over the stone which the Scripture mentions, “Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offense: And he that believeth on Him shall not 
be put to shame.” 


This idea of having to “achieve” salvation made 
the Jews misunderstand the whole sacrificial system. 
They thought they could “buy off” God through sac- 
rifices instead of seeing them as an expression of 
their dependence upon His grace. This is why Christ 
reprimands the Pharisees with the words, “It is 
mercy that I want, not sacrifice.” Mercy speaks of 
grace but sacrifice speaks of punctiliously keeping 
the law. 

Actually this was the attitude of most of the 
Hebrew nation, but not of the deeper thinking or- 
thodox element. The latter believed that salvation 
was a matter of faith and in order to live according 
to their faith they had to know the will of God. 
This they believed was revealed in the Torah. Then 
in order to live more perfectly according to God’s 
will, they developed the oral tradition. 

Now let us return to the beliefs of the Hebrew 
nation generally and consider more specifically why 
the Jews of Biblical times, and of the present era, 
have rejected Christ as the Messiah. 

The heart of the Christian faith is based squarely 
on the Hebraic concept of “the one for the many.” 
Israel looked upon their kings as representing the 
entire nation. The prophet was regarded as the 
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‘one” through whom God revealed His will to the 
nation. Similarly, the priest was their representa- 
tive before God. 

The prophet Isaiah writes, “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties . . . He was numbered with the transgressors, 
yet He bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors.” 

The New Testament takes this concept and pre- 
sents Christ in terms of it. Yet the Jews rejected 
Him. They were looking for a Messiah who would 
be a king. 

Christ was a king. 

The writing on the cross officially designated Him 
as “The King of the Jews,” although they did not 
recognize Him as such. 

His kingdom was not an earthly kingdom, but a 
heavenly kingdom. They wanted a Messiah who 
would make Israel the greatest of all nations. They 
misunderstood that their greatness was not in them- 
selves but in what God would do through them. 
Their greatness was to be in being servants to all 
nations. Christ as Lord and King demonstrated this 
by washing His disciples’ feet. He then commis- 
sioned them to wash one another’s feet. 

This kind of king the Jews did not want. 

Other Jews were looking for a Messiah who would 
bring God’s revelation to man. Christ was such a 
Prophet but He Himself was also the Revelation. 
He was the Son of God, a member of the Trinity, 
God incarnate. He so loved mankind that He left 
heaven’s glory and was born a man. This the Jews 
found blasphemous. They could not accept the deity 
of Christ. 

But even more abhorrent to the Jewish mind was 
that God not only became man, but such a man. He 
was born in a stable, lived a poverty-stricken life 
of suffering and finally died the death of a criminal. 

That God should humble Himself in this way was 
totally repudiated by the Jews. 

Yet it was in His humiliation and death that 
Christ was the Priest and the Sacrifice. He was the 
Lamb without spot or blemish. His Sacrifice was so 
perfect and complete that it fulfilled the symbolism 
of the ceremonial law. 

(Continued on page 13, column 1) 
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By Paul Fromer 


SALVATION 


W acs WE ASK God to make us a witness to Him 
we can expect to be asked some hard questions by 
honest friends. In the Bible God anticipates the 
problems we will face by recording a few situations 
where such questions are asked and model answers 
given. 

In this article we will consider the question, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Regard- 
less of what other questions an honest seeker may 
ask, he has to ask this one sooner or later if he 
is to become a Christian. 

Mark, the writer of the second Gospel, records 
a situation in which this question was asked, and 
gives us Christ’s answer. 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up 

and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, 

what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but 

God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not kill, 

Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 

witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” 

And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have observed 

from my youth.” And Jesus looking upon him loved him, 

and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his counte- 
nance fell, and he went away sorrowful for he had great 

possessions (Mark 10:17-22). 

Let’s consider the position in which this question 
placed Christ. As is always the case, He had to 
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know two things in order to answer: the actual 
answer to the question and the root misunderstand- 
ing which lay beneath it and gave rise to it. No 
answer to the immediate question would have been 
satisfactory until the root problem had been recog- 
nized and solved. 

We can discover the root problem by examining 
the line of reasoning Christ used in His reply. First 
of all notice that Christ did not answer so much in 
terms of theology as in terms of morality. Evidently 
the young man was not yet prepared for a theo- 
logical answer. Something more basic had to be 
clarified first. 

Now notice the three parts of Christ’s answer. 
First, His question challenged the young man’s defi- 
nition of the word good. Second, He introduced 
some of the commandments; and third, He advanced 
to a very personal area of this man’s private life, 
his love of money. 

From Christ’s emphasis on goodness, the moral 
law and money it would seem that this man had a 
higher opinion of his moral character than he 
should have had. The gospel, the real answer to 
the young man’s question, presumes a recognition 
of the problem of sin, the root problem in this man’s 
life — and in human nature for that matter — and 
this man was unaware of the problem. 

There in a nutshell is the situation which faced 
Christ. The young man had no defined sense of 
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guilt. He thought his morals were unquestionable. 
He thought his heart was pure. And therefore Christ 
sought to awaken him to his sinfulness in order to 
prepare him for the gospel. 


GOODNESS 

Notice Christ’s question, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone.” This young 
man divided his acquaintances into two groups, the 
good and the bad. He felt he was complimenting 
Christ when he called Him “Good Teacher.” 

Now there is a general, non-technical usage of 
the word good and there is a precise, technical one. 
We say, “George is a good fellow.” What do we 
mean? That in terms of general human conduct, 
George is above average. 

But there is a higher definition of the word good. 
In the absolute sense, to be good is to be perfect. 
And as we examine our hearts and experiences we 
see that we are not good in this higher sense. We 
see that to be perfect is to be God. The object of 
Christ’s question, therefore, was to help the young 
man see that he was sinful and needed forgiveness. 
But the young man missed the point. 

A problem then arises: Was Christ good? So 
_ perhaps before we discuss Christ’s next comment we 
should see what He was implying about himself 
when He said, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone.” 

Here, standing before the young man, was the 
Son of God, the God-Man, innocent of sin. His 
kindness toward the neglected, His sensitivity to 
the disciples’ needs, His uncompromised devotion 
to the Father and many other characteristics set 
Him in a different category from other men. 

He was not merely the best man who ever lived. 
He was God in human form. He was “goodness” 
defined and personified (Philippians 2:4-11, He- 
brews 1:8, John 20:28). 

To Him this young man said, “Good Teacher.” 

When Jesus told him that God alone was good, 
the young man should have seen that if he were to 
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call Him good he should call Him God. But he 
didn’t. 
LAW 

From His introductory comment on the word 
good, Christ moved on to the Old Testament, re- 
minding the young man of the place where goodness 
was defined. His text was from Exodus 20 and He 
cited the last six of the ten commandments. These 
all deal with a person’s relationship to other people. 
Killing (actually the word means murdering), com- 
mitting adultery, stealing, bearing false witness and 
defrauding are mentioned along with honoring par- 
ents. 

Again the young man missed the point. He 
claimed to have perfectly kept these commands all 
his life. He had never murdered—but had he ever 
been unnecessarily angry? He had never committed 
adultery—but had he ever lusted? (Jesus had men- 
tioned that anger and lust were at the heart of the 
commandments dealing with murder and adultery.) 
And could it be said that this young man had al- 
ways at every point honored his parents? Never 
cross, never rebellious, never neglectful? Obviously, 
his interpretation of these laws is sub-Biblical, an 
adherence to the letter and not to the spirit. 

So we see that the Old Testament moral law had 
not accomplished its objective in this man’s life. 
God had intended that it do the work of an X-ray 
machine: reveal the bone structure of his sinfulness, 
awaken his conscience (Romans 7:7). Apart from 
the law his sense of wrongdoing would have been 
dead. But because this young man had not under- 
stood the law, he had not been awakened to his sin- 
fulness. 

The rich young man was confused in his defini- 
tion of sin. Therefore Christ became more personal 
and spoke of his riches. 

RICHES 

Notice His gentleness. Christ did not start talk- 
ing about riches first. If possible He wanted the 
man to see the truth without being embarassed in 
front of onlookers. The young man’s sincerity moved 
Him. Here was one who was the fruit of the Phari- 
sees’ teaching, confused by the religious leaders he 
trusted, but one who wanted to do what was right. 
Christ looked at him and loved him, and said, “You 
lack one thing; go, sell what you have, and give it 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” And the young man’s coun- 
tenance fell and he walked away sorrowful because 
he was rich. 
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What did Christ accomplish by this command? 

He finally succeeded in showing the young man 
the sinfulness of his heart. Though the young man 
was not aware of any infraction of the Mosaic Law, 
he saw that the issue was ultimately one of sover- 
eignty. Who was to be sovereign in His life? 

Himself or God? 

WHO IS SOVEREIGN 

This is the issue everyone has to face. The Chris- 
tian is a follower of Christ, a disciple of Christ. 
The Christian has invited Christ to enter and com- 
mand his life. As Paul put it in Romans 10:9, “If 
you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Apart from moral com- 
mitment to Christ as Lord there is no commitment 
to Him. Jesus used the issue of riches to show this 
young man the essence of his sinfulness: he was 
withholding the control of his life from God. 

What happened, you may wonder. I suspect that 
this man later got the point and saw his sinfulness. 
And having seen it, he became aware of the prob- 
lem which only the gospel can solve, his need of 
forgiveness. Then he probably sought out Jesus (or 
the disciples, if Jesus had by that time ascended) 
and declared his desire to be forgiven and to follow 
Christ. Perhaps he gave away all his money to the 
poor. That seems to have been the crucial issue for 
him—the test of who controlled his life. Perhaps 
the test for you is of another type. 

Now let’s summarize. The young man’s question 
was “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eter- 
nal life?” Essentially Christ’s answer was “Receive 
me as your Lord.” 

A difficulty may arise in the minds of some who 
are reading this. They have heard that they are 
saved by receiving Jesus as Savior. This incident, 
however, suggests that a man is saved when he 
enters upon a life of following Jesus, that is, when 
he receives Jesus as Lord. 

Actually there is no conflict. I must receive Jesus 
Himself if I am to be saved (John 1:12). He is the 
Lord Jesus. I can not receive Him as Savior and 
reject Him as Lord. I can not say, “Come in, Jesus; 
stay out, Lord.” He must be received as Lord and 
Savior. 

Or look at it from this point of view. I start a 
rumor which hurts you. Then J come and ask your 
forgiveness. You grant my request. Immediately I 
go out and start another slanderous rumor about 
you and then come back and apologize. You for- 
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give me again. Then I immediately do the same 
thing a third time. You would be quite justified in 
saying to me, “You know, I don’t think you really 
mean it when you say you're sorry.” So you don’t 
forgive me. Why? Because no request for forgive- 
ness is sincere unless the wrongdoer unreservedly 
desires to abandon the sin. (Should that earnest de- 
sire be there, of course, you would repeatedly for- 
give me for repeated sin.) 

The basic sin of a non-Christian is his rejection 
of Christ’s authority. If he asks Christ’s forgiveness 
with no thought of turning from that life for which 
he needs forgiveness, his request is not sincere and 
therefore is not granted. To ask forgiveness for 
having rejected Him means that I am establishing 
the policy of doing the opposite, that is, of following 
Him. A genuine request for forgiveness is always 
intertwined with the desire to repent. (Literally 
this word means to turn around.) 

But personally we may still be confused about 
what Christ will want us to do if we receive Him as 
Lord. He was specific with the young man in ex- 
plaining the cost of becoming a Christian, and He 
will be specific with us too. So let’s consider three 
areas where His Lordship will make a difference. 

Jesus Christ as Creator of the World (Colossians 
1:16) owns all things in the world. I really own 
nothing. Consequently, when I become a Christian 
I] admit this, and hand over my possessions to their 
true owner, Jesus Christ. Then He directs me in the 
use of them. If I want to buy, say, a phonograph 
record, I must first consult Him to find out if this 
particular record is a wise use of His money. If 
so, | buy it; but if not, I must not buy it. The 
decision is His. He is Lord. 

Or take the question of my life work. When Christ 
created me, He had a certain profession in mind for 
me. In His love for me He equipped me so that I 
could cope with all the responsibilities of that job. 
To enter the wrong field would be a great mistake. 
I would be a square peg in a round hole. I would 
never be genuinely happy or fully satisfied in that 
work. But Christ my Lord helps me here by direct- 
ing me to the profession He has had for me all 
along. Because He is Lord, the Sovereign God, He 
is able to guide me in this decision. Consequently, 
when I accept the profession of His choice for me, 
I accept the right one and the best one. 

Christ is also interested in our relations with the 
opposite sex. Here we might run into trouble. You 

(Continued on page 12, column 2) 
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By Samuel Hugh Moffett 


—_ was a time when Christians didn’t feel the 
need to re-examine the Christian Mission. They 
didn’t need to ask why they had missionaries, and 
what missionaries were supposed to do. It was al- 
most axiomatic. It was simple, and dangerous, 
and overwhelmingly urgent. 

It was as simple as the command of Christ, and 
as urgent as life and death. For millions upon mil- 
lions were dying without Christ. Every second saw 
more souls slipping into a Christless eternity. No 
one had ever given them a chance. No one had 
ever told them that they could live forever in Christ. 
Faced with a challenge as simple as that, the Church 
exploded into the modern missionary movement, 
a race against time and against the devil for the 
greatest of all prizes, the eternal salvation of the 
human soul. 

If you are expecting me to ridicule that chal- 
lenge, I am going to disappoint you. It has never 
seemed ridiculous to me. As a matter of fact, in 
large measure it was the challenge which sent me 
to the mission field. But you know as well as | 
that there came a day of the shaking of the foun- 
dations. The old urgencies were denied, or at 
least ignored. No one seemed sure of anything 
eternal any more. 

So the challenge changed. The Jerusalem Con- 
ference of the International Missionary Council 
said: “Our fathers were impressed with horror that 
men should die without Christ; we are equally im- 
pressed with horror that they should live without 
Christ.” It was a shift of balance, really, more than 
a denial—a strategic withdrawal to what was con- 
sidered firmer ground. Millions upon millions are 
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living in misery and in filth. No one can deny that. 
No one has ever given them a chance. No one has 
ever helped them to the life abundant that Jesus 
came to give them. It was a challenge to a future 
in history—a future without hunger and without 
hate, without sickness and without tears, where all 
men are brothers and the nations shall study war 
no more. So the Church went forth to build the 
Kingdom. 

I do not intend to ridicule this view either. It 
has never seemed ridiculous to me to feed the hun- 
gry and heal the sick and work for peace. But 
again you know as well as I how the paralysis of 
doubt struck once more. The foundations shook 
and the roof fell in. Wars, depression, brutalities, 
corruptions in a disheartening crescendo of defeat 
—and all this within what too many had believed 
was the Kingdom, Western civilization. The King- 
dom refused to stay built, and the builders began 
to lose hope. 

Those have been the two familiar symbols of the 
missionary: the saver of souls, and the builder of 
the Kingdom. The problem of our time is that 
neither is quite able to carry all Christendom with 
him to the mission. 

Actually, in basic motivation, there is not much 
difference between the saver of souls and the 
builder of the Kingdom. In both the motive is 
love. But I am beginning to question just how far 
love is the motive of the Christian Mission. Was 
it the motive in the original mission of the Church? 

Of course, love is fundamental. It was love that 
started the mission: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 


HIS, JUNE, 1958 





MISSION 


ever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” But that was the love of God, the 
Father. The Missionary was God the Son. 

Of course, I am not preparing to deny that it 
was love that brought Christ into the world on 
His mission of reconciliation. However, it may be 
worth noting that the Bible does not say so. It is 
full of His love for men, a compassion that knows 
no bounds, but where are we told that He came to 
the world because He loved it? Insofar as the 
Bible distinguishes between the Son and the Father 
in reference to the mission, it tells us that the 
Father founds the mission because He loves, the 
Son goes on the mission because He is sent. The 
motive of the Son, the Missionary, is obedience. 

Look at the glimpse Paul gives us into the mind 
of Christ before the mission. The lesson is not love, 
but humility and obedience, “even unto the death 
of the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). He loves the 
world, of course, but He goes because He is sent. 
He loves the whole world, but He goes to the Jews 
because He is sent. That is the only explanation 
He gives of the narrowness of His mission: “I am 
not sent but to the lost sheep in Israel.” He loves 
the world enough to die for it, but He goes to the 
cross because He is sent: “Not my will, but thine, 
be done.” The insistent, compelling motive of the 
mission is obedience. God is love, but it is obe- 
dience that forges and focuses and incarnates that 
love into a mission, 

The lesson is absolutely the same when we turn 
to the Apostles, the first missionaries of the Church. 
Was it love for a despised and rejected race that 
sent Philip to the Ethiopian? Not according to 
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its motives and 
Its task 


the record. “The angel of the Lord spake unto 
Philip, ‘Arise and go.” And he went. Was it love 
that sent Peter to the proud and unclean, to the 
centurion? Not according to the record. “The 
spirit said unto him, ‘Arise and go’. . .” And 
he went. 

Was it passion for millions of lost Gentile souls, 
dying without hope and without Christ, that made 
Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles? He loved his 
own people too much for that. But obedience made 
him a missionary. “Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul,” says the Spirit, and obedience sent him, al- 
most reluctantly, to the Gentiles. “The Lord com- 
manded me, saying, ‘I have set thee to be a light 
of the Gentiles.” In the strange new world of 
the Bible, apostles and missionaries are made not 
by looking at the world in love, but by listening 
to God in obedience. They go in love, but they 
go because they obey. 

At this point most of us are inclined to change 
the subject in embarrassment and go on to more 
practical things such as techniques and methods, 
and campaigns and appeals. How can we wait 
around for missionaries to listen to the voice of 
God? I remember a girl in college who was earn- 
est and intense, who desperately wanted to go as 
a missionary to Africa. But God had not called 
her. There were no voices, no visions, and this in- 
explicable silence on the part of God was making 
her almost ill with anxiety. So one night, a tough- 
minded, realistic friend of mine stepped in to take 
a hand. She gathered a group of girls together, 
robed them all in white sheets, and at midnight 
stole into the troubled girl’s room, moaning in hol- 
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low tones, “Come to Africa. Come to Africa.” 

Don’t laugh at the poor girl, waiting for the 
voice of God. She was as much right as wrong: 
wrong in her stereotyped ideas of how God speaks, 
but completely right in believing that without the 
positive assurance of God’s leading she would never 
be a missionary, even if she did go to Africa. 

In a sense, we are only dressing ourselves up in 
white sheets and stealing upon the unwary, when 
we settle for the presentation of a lesser motive. 

Weigh carefully all the hundreds of other fac- 
tors: Christian love, desperate need, health, talent, 
strategy, Scripture itself. I would not dare to min- 
imize their importance. But not all of them to- 
gether can properly send the Christian to his mis- 
sion until he can gather from them, as did Paul 
from the vision at Troas, the assurance that the 
Lord has called him to preach the gospel, not where 
he is, but there where God sends him. 

Last week I heard a very great missionary speak 
movingly of the Christian mission as “a war of 
amazing kindness.” As I read the book of the 


Acts of the Apostles, another phrase comes to mind. 
It is also “a war of amazing assurance,” the assur- 
ance that God has spoken, and we obey. The mo- 
tive is obedience. 

And what is the task? What does the missionary 


do over there? Well, he’d better do what God tells 
him to do. I am beginning to think that at least 
one reason why I was thrown out of China as an 
embezzler was for doing what God did not tell me 
to do. 

Let me hasten to add that I didn’t really embez- 
zle. All I did was keep the books as treasurer for 
mission and presbytery, but I was an American 
with financial responsibilities, and that is all the 
Communists needed to slap an embezzlement charge 
on me. I can tell you now with the great clarity 
of hindsight that God had not called me to keep 
financial records. It was the best lesson I have 
ever had on the urgency of the need for transfer of 
authority to the younger Church. 

After all, that is what God sends us to do. The 
task is to build up the Church. It is the essential 
task that sets the missionary apart from all other 
callings. He goes from a church that is able to 
send, like Antioch, to a land that has no church, 
or to a church that is not yet able to take its full 
place in the mission. | still like the classical defi- 
nition of the full church: self-governing, self-prop- 
agating and self-supporting. 


The crucial question is: How do we build such 
a church? I don’t want to be trapped here on the 
horns of the usual dilemma: How are you going 
to build that church: by saving souls, or by sav- 
ing society? When did God tell us to do either 
one? I can’t save souls. Souls are saved by the 
Holy Spirit. And I can’t save society. Society 
will be saved, and the Kingdom built, only by the 
Triumphant, Returning Christ. The missionary is 
not sent out to be God. He is sent out only to 
obey Him. And I think God sends us, as He sent 
his first missionaries, to witness and to serve. It 
is as simple—and as difficult—as that. First, wit- 
ness. Tell the good news. That is something, God 
says, that you can do about saving souls, and He 
will do the rest. And second, serve. Help others 
in love, as you are able. That is something you 
can do for society, and He will do the rest. The 
saver of souls and the builder of the Kingdom 
must learn obedience in these two simple tasks. 
That is the way the Church is built. 

The first task is witness. Tell the good news. 
That is the useless side of Christianity, our Com- 
munist friends liked to tell us. “Look at us,” they 
said, “We get results: land reform, economic jus- 
tice, and an end to feudalism. What does the 
Church do for the people? It talks!” 

I have just seen a new release from the Far East- 
ern Joint Office of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions quoting a Chinese Communist listing of the 
order of importance of various occupations. It be- 
gins with soldiers, then moves on through a long 
list of professions in a descending order of useful- 
ness, until it comes to a dismal end with “prosti- 
tutes and missionaries.” 

The Christian must reply that in the sense those 
Communists understood “usefulness,” our main task 
is not to be useful at all. They were interested in 
the Church only as a tool in building up a new 
China. But the Church belongs to God and not to 
man, and it is not intended to become the tool of 
any social order—imperialist, or capitalist, or com- 
munist. You remember how the Jews wanted to 
use Jesus as a tool in building up a new Israel. 
They wanted to make Him king, and He would 
have made a very good king. But He refused. He 
said, “I came into the world to bear witness to 
the truth.” 

We are simply not sent to build the Church into 
a useful tool for society. We are sent to tell the 
truth. I don’t base my answer to the question, “Do 
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we need the Church?” on any long list of Chris- 
tianity’s contributions to civilization. I am a Chris- 
tian, not because the Church brought schools and 
education to England, or the eight-hour working 
day to America, or ploughs to India, or modern 
medicine to China. All that is true, but that is not 
why I am a Christian. I am a Christian, and I 
belong to the Church, because from the days of the 
Apostles men have been proclaiming a truth that 
changed history and that changed my life: that 
Jesus Christ lived and died and rose again. How 
is the Church built but by Christians? And how are 
Christians made but by Jesus Christ? And how 
can they know Him if they are not told of Him? 
There is no greater mission than to bear witness 
to the saving, liberating gospel of the truth in 
Jesus Christ. 

But Jesus also said, “I came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister.” The second task is service. 
It is not quite right to say that the missionary’s 
main task is just to tell the truth. His task is to 
win men to the truth, in Christ, which is something 
far harder and more important. It is the beauty 
of Christian service that it makes Christian truth 
easier to believe. 

Hu Shih once said that China has five great 
enemies: “poverty, disease, ignorance, greed and 
A witness to truth that has no relevance 
to “poverty, disease, ignorance, greed and disorder” 
will never win China for Christ, and it is no more 
a Christian witness than a Christ who scorned the 
poor and ignored the sick and refused to teach the 
ignorant is the Christ of the New Testament. The 
Church in China has been truer to its Lord than 
that, and I am proud of its record in leading the 
way in the struggle against these enemies. 

Take the evil of poverty. It was a Christian 
who first directed the use of modern methods to 
combat the age-old curse of the river floods which 
every year sweep away thousands of tons of China’s 
precious land. It was a Christian who first de- 
veloped drought-resistant grain for North China 
to lift its farmers from the gnawing hunger of their 
uncertain struggle for existence. 

Or take the fight against disease. Was it only 
coincidence that in 1945 all of Free China had 
only 130 civilian hospitals with over 20 beds, and 
of these 130 hospitals, 113 were Christian hospi- 
tals! And the war against ignorance. Up until the 
war with Japan, one out of every four of China’s 
college students was in a Christian college. I am 
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proud that the Christian Church in China has made 
China’s fight against these enemies a Christian fight. 

And yet, from the Christian viewpoint, there is 
something wrong in saying that China’s greatest 
enemies are poverty, disease, ignorance, greed and 
disorder. 

Some years ago I read an account in Newsweek 
of three doctors, specialists at a medical school, 
who went into the hospital wards for some case il- 
lustrations for their lectures. One was a psychia- 
trist, and he found a patient suffering from a severe 
nervous breakdown. One was a skin specialist. He 
found a woman suffering from a bad skin disease. 
One was an expert on the stomach and digestive 
troubles. He found a patient with persistent diar- 
rhea. No one noticed that the object lesson used 
by all three of the great specialists was the same 
woman, until an old country doctor, a general prac- 
titioner, glanced at her case history and cried: 
“Dementia, dermatitis, diarrhea! Why, this woman 
has pellagra!” And he was right. The others saw 
the symptoms. He knew the disease. 

Perhaps we have done too much specializing in 
our diagnosis of the ills of the world. “Poverty, 
disease, ignorance, greed and disorder”—all that 
is true. But there is a deeper ill than these, a sick- 
ness unto death which will never be cured by sur- 
face attacks on the lesser evils, any more than that 
woman’s pellagra could have been cured by indi- 
vidual treatments for nervousness, skin disease and 
diarrhea. The real disease, the disease that trou- 
bles the whole world, is sin. Ultimately, the trouble 
is not with the world, with our environment—that 
is the Communist diagnosis, and it is wrong. Ulti- 
mately, the trouble is with ourselves. 

Here is the field of greatest service the mission- 
ary can render to the world. Here both sides of his 
great task become one. Here witness to truth be- 
comes service, and the Church is built as weary, 
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IN THE HOME 





[Soon many students will be leaving the campus, getting 
married and establishing homes. For these students, as well 
as the many His readers who already have children, the 
following suggestions are presented. This is no theoretical 
article on child training. Instead, the His Editor some time 
ago approached a Christian couple for whom he has a great 
deal of respect (especially in this particular area of child 
training) and asked the wife to write an article for His. 
In preparation for writing such an article, this Christian 
mother wrote to all her six children—scattered around the 
world—and asked them to tell what they now consider of 
greatest value in their home life and training. When the 
replies came in, the mother said, “I can’t write an article 
on this. But you may publish these replies if you withhold 
our name.” —So here are the replies. Here too is the 
Editor’s hope that every young couple may find an equally 
inspiring example of truly Christian home life. — Ed.] 


A DAUGHTER IN EQUADOR 


Two things, Mother. (1) Consistency in parents. 
You never threatened or bribed. Delayed obedience 
was disobedience. You set a clear example in your 
own lives. (2) Entertainment of the Lord’s people. 
] believe we learned more, perhaps, from this one 
factor than any other. The value and influence of 
an open home were inestimable to us. 


A DAUGHTER IN THE PHILIPPINES 


(1) Consistency in the daily spiritual life of you 
and Daddy. (2) The fact that you always stood 
together in your discipline of us, and that you did 
not make idle threats, but carried out your word. 
(3) The premium you placed on truthfulness. (4) 
Our good times as a family. (5) Your home wide 
open to guests, and the many contacts and friends 
made that way—so enriching to our lives. 


A SON IN CANADA'S NORTH WEST TERRITORY 


Consistency and entertainment of the Lord’s peo- 
ple. And the influence of daily devotions and fam- 
ily prayers. 


A SON IN THE UNITED STATES 


These are the things I treasure about our home. 
(1) Jesus Christ has always been exalted, unequivo- 
cally and supremely. (2) Excellent discipline, yet 
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without foolish, arbitrary, Puritanical demands 
made on the children; so that I, at least, have not 
felt any desire to kick over the traces, as so many 
Christian kids seem to. (3) High level, profitable, 
serious table conversation. (4) The influence of 
good literature and music. (5) Times of utter 
hilarity and abandon. I think our family enjoys 
each other more than any other family I know. (6) 
Solid, old fashioned principles of Christian living, 
unsullied by modern froth. 


A SON IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 


I will never forget the family devotions, both in 
the morning and in the evening. Some of my favor- 
ite hymns are the ones which we always sang in the 
mornings, taken from the Inter-Varsity hymn book. 
As long as I can remember, Mother, you would 
pray with me at my bed at night, and in some cases 
it would be Dad or a brother or sister. You and 
Dad never would tolerate lying or deceitfulness for 
one moment, and were always faithful to correct and 
punish me for my shortcomings and faults, for 
which I am devoutly thankful. You would invari- 
ably go out of your way to give us pleasant and 
enjoyable times when you thought it best. 


A SON IN COSTA RICA 


I feel that the greatest single factor was the con- 
sistency of you both in your own personal devotions 
and in family prayers. The impression of seeing 
Dad on his knees early in the morning remains clear 
in my mind today. I can remember tip-toeing up 
behind him now and then and looking over his 
shoulder at his prayer list in front of him. I recall 
that it impressed me to see your name, Mother, at 
the top of the list, and then the name of each of us 
children. It did something for me to know that he 
was actually praying for me privately each day like 
that. 

Saturday afternoon walks with Dad down the 
Wissahickon always meant a lot to me, too. The 
good reading which was often done on Sunday was 
very fine, and I am sure now that it did me a lot 
of good—even though at the time I would far rather 
have been out playing baseball or some such thing. 
Taking us on Sunday afternoon visits to Grandpa 









































and Grandma was also very wise, and I appreciate 
it even more than ever, though at the time I enjoyed 
it tremendously. 

Good table conversation, high standards of con- 
duct, consistency in punishments, entertaining of 
Christian people, all added up to make our home 
the happy place it was and is. 

Little family jokes make a real addition to my 
life even today, as any time I need a good laugh 
I can always get it by thinking of some small inci- 
dent. And we appreciated your entering into our 
wholesome fun the way you always have. END 


THE CHRISTIAN MISSION 

(Continued from page 9) 
sin-sick people turn to Jesus, our Lord and Savior, 
who takes away the sin of the world. 

But there is one hard fact that we had better 
face at this point, in conclusion. More people have 
turned to Communism in my lifetime than have 
turned to Jesus Christ. There are as many people 
asking, “Why is the Mission a failure?” —as, “What 
is its motive and task?” Is the mission a failure? 
We have obeyed and gone out. We have witnessed 
and we have served. Why don’t the people follow 
us? 

Well, why should the people follow us? I am 
wondering if there is not still another final lesson 
in obedience that we must learn. Not long ago I 
heard a young pastor speak of the story of doubt- 
ing Thomas. Why did the disciple insist on see- 
ing the print of the nails; why did he thrust his 
hands into the wound in the side? It was more 
than simply to identify the Risen Lord. He wanted 
to be sure that the Lord who was asking him to 
follow was indeed the same Lord who had suffered 
for him. Only then did he follow. 

Perhaps our trouble is that most of the world 
no longer identifies us with Christ. To most of 
the world, the symbol of the missionary is not even 
the saver of souls or the builder of the Kingdom. 
It may be unjust, but to most of the world the 
symbol of the Christian missionary is a soft, white, 
rich Westerner. And why should the people fol- 
low that? They look at the Communist—and what- 
ever else you say about the Communist, you must 
credit him with this—and see that he is ready to 
sacrifice and to suffer and die. Then people look 
at us who have lost the marks of suffering of our 


Lord. 









Do not misunderstand me. I do not ask to suf- 
fer. It is our Lord’s suffering, not mine, that saves. 
But how can we ask the world to follow us to Jesus 
Christ until we are ready ourselves to follow Him? 
And He still says, “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
What have I really denied myself? 
What real cross do I bear? 


follow me.” 


It is “a war of amazing assurance,” this mis- 
sion of ours, but only in the obedience of suffer- 
ing. END 





REAL ISSUE 


(Continued from page 5) 
see, our desires in this area tend to be molded by 
persons who have never received direction from 
Christ, and consequently they are often warped and 
perverse. 

Some fellows, for instance, regard girls as in- 
struments for their physical pleasure. Some girls 
look to fellows as rungs in their ladder to popu- 
larity. And both sexes tend to seek security in the 
mere human association of marriage. All this is 
because Christ is not acknowledged as Lord. He 
never directs people this way. He has a place for 
sex and marriage, but not apart from His leadership. 
He is Lord. We must realize that here too He wants 
to give us His kind direction. When our desires are 
contrary to His, we must use His power to set ours 
aside and go His way. 

Perhaps at this point you’re beginning to feel 
somewhat discouraged. This is perfectionism, you 
think. 

To receive Christ as Lord does not mean that your 
life from then on will be sinless. God recognizes 
that Christians sin, and makes provision for them 
to receive forgiveness when they repent (I John 
12D). 

But the issue of receiving Him as Lord, the real 
issue in salvation, involves our policy. Before re- 
ceiving Him, our policy was one of rejecting Him. 
We are saved when our policy becomes one of fol- 
lowing Him. 

However we must never think that the ground of 
God’s forgiveness of our sins is our obedient life. 

We are saved at the point where we receive Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. The ground of our ac- 
ceptance before God is His work for us, not our 
work for Him. 
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Yet we must always keep in mind that obedience 
to Jesus Christ is not optional in the Christian life, 
but rather the necessary, inevitable result of re- 
ceiving Him as Lord and Savior. 

It is the great sign of genuine faith. “If ye love 
me,” said the Lord Jesus, “keep my command- 
ments.” END 





ISRAEL 
(Continued from page 2) 


More than that, His death was such an absolute 
triumph over sin and the forces of evil that the 
grave could not hold Him and He rose from the 
dead on the third day. The resurrection verified 
this victory and imparted new spiritual life to all 
who accepted its efficacy on their behalf. 


As has been said, although the concept of a 
vicarious atonement was Hebraic, the cross was a 
stumbling block and an offense to the Jews. This 
was because on it Christ, the Son of God, was lifted 
up as King with a crown of thorns — and taken 
down from it dead, the Sacrifice for sin. 


Why did this sacrifice have to be the God-Man? 

Christ, the Sacrifice, had to be God to fulfill the 
demands of God’s justice and holiness. He had 
to be man to become a substitute for man. It was 
because He was God that He could die not merely 
for one man but for all men. 

But how can the Jew accept the deity of Christ? 
Precisely in the same way as the Gentile—by faith. 

The only evidences for the authenticity of this 
fact are the New Testament records and the lives 
that have been transformed through its acceptance, 
from the time of Christ to the present. 





The concept of “the one for the many,” however, 
is extended further. Not only is it one person for 
many, but one nation for many. As Christ died a 
physical death to take away the penalty of sin 
upon many, so the nation of Israel was called upon 
to die spiritually to self and sin, so that they might 
be instruments in the hand of God to bring His 
message of grace to all nations. But as the Jews 
rejected Christ as their substitute, they likewise re- 
fused to cast off their national pride and become 
servants of God to all nations. 

Now through their failure the benefit of salva- 
tion has passed to the Gentiles with the result that 
Israel is made to see and feel what it has missed. 
If their exclusion from the pale of salvation has 
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meant the reconciliation of the rest of mankind to 
God, what would their inclusion mean? It would 
be nothing less than life from the dead. 

If the roots of a tree are consecrated to God, 
every branch will belong to Him also. 


But if some of the branches of the tree have 
been broken off, while the Gentiles, like shoots of 
wild olive, have been grafted in, and share like 
a natural branch the rich nourishment of the root, 
they ought not to feel superior to those former 
branches. If the Gentiles feel inclined that way, 
let them remind themselves that they do not support 
the root but the root supports them. They may re- 
tort, “But the branches were broken off to make 
room for grafting.” 

It wasn’t quite like that. The Jews lost their 
position because they failed to believe. The Gentiles 
only maintain theirs because they do believe. The 
situation does not call for conceit, but for whole- 
some fear. As for the fallen branches, unless they 
are obstinate in their unbelief, they will be grafted 
in again. 

Such a restoration is by no means beyond the 
power of God. 

When all this has been said it must be empha- 
sized that we Christians are in no position to judge 
the Jews. 

As Christians, we recognize the history of Israel 
in the Old Testament as a picture of the Christian 
life. The New Testament speaks of Christians as 
a “chosen people.” We too tend to be proud of 
outward greatness instead of recognizing our salva- 
tion as of grace, grace entrusted to us that we may 
share it with others. 

We must ask God to teach us so to live in grace 
as to make use of grace. We must not be so satisfied 
with our Christian fellowship that we fail to make 
it—and ourselves—available to all men everywhere. 

END 
(The author acknowledges the free use of quotations from 


J. B. Phillips, Letters to Young Churches, a paraphrase of 
the New Testament Epistles.) 
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{Last month Mr. Cowan considered the relation of training 


to the service of Jesus Christ. This is the conclusion of a 
two-part article. — Ed.] 


- THE VERY PROCESS of learning specific skills 
a great deal of basic character training is gained. 
An illustration of this is the jungle training 


camp which the Wycliffe Bible Translators operate 
in southern Mexico. A candidate can miss the point 
of much of this three-month training if he thinks 
of it merely in terms of learning to swim and handle 


dugout canoes, building homes from jungle mate- 
rial, handling firearms for meat supply in the jun- 
gle, first aid, maintaining radio equipment, and 
the many other skills taught. 


Far more basic are the spiritual attitudes de- 
veloped—to face loneliness; to prepare for simple 
and unselfish living, and survival, under routine 


and emergency jungle situations; to learn about 
walking with God in a spiritually disciplined life 
away from regular Christian fellowship and wor- 
ship services. There are other lessons, too, in re- 


lying on God in unknown and hence fearful sit- 
uations, learning that no situation is impossible 
to the one who will look to God and improvise 
2 needed equipment from what materials are avail- 


able. 

Such facets of character training are largely lack- 
ing in our present American way of life. A God- 
given willingness to face pioneer living in a lonely, 
fearsome jungle post may be present, but some 
testing under real-life situations to mature it cer- 
tainly helps workers live contentedly under such 
conditions. Not the skills and knowledge attained, 
but the character produced is where the resilience 
and flexibility come from which are necessary to 

BY GEORGE M. COWAN meet such situations without cracking. 

, “But my training, after all, has taken several of 
the choicest years of my life and has cost a lot 
of money. Shouldn’t a fellow expect to reap some 
definite returns from such expenditure of time and 
money?” Yes, certainly; yet training is not some- 
thing one “invests” in the sense that one looks for 
certain spiritual dividends from so much specific 
training. All the time, money and effort put into 
preparation for service will surely “pay off” in 
terms of personal gains which result. Yet at times 
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the impression is given by some that they look for 
visible results of a very concrete kind beyond this. 
The one who goes to the mission field with that 
idea may soon be rudely disillusioned. 

Spiritual results are not necessarily in direct pro- 
portion to background and training. And the one 
who thought of his service as an investment may 
feel it is not producing the results which he ex- 
pected and perhaps can be better utilized else- 
where. The vocational witness abroad may find 
that government or company restrictions limit what 
he can do. Decreased opportunity may lead him 
to think of it as a poor investment of time—and 
he may then decide such a place is not for him. 
This may be the result of counting on training too 
heavily as a factor in determining the type of Chris- 
tian service, in understanding the Lord’s will, and 
in evaluating results obtained. 

Nor is training a “commodity” to be wasted. 
For instance, there are those who look back upon 
three years of mathematics. They feel that this 
training will be “wasted” on the mission field, un- 
less they should end up teaching mathematics some- 
where overseas or in some other specific task in- 
volving the content of their courses. The usefulness 
of such training, however, may not be in passing 
on to others, or even yourself utilizing, specific 
mathematical techniques, but rather in the disci- 
pline of mind required for mathematics. Interest- 
ingly enough, some people with such a background 
seem to find learning a new language a most exhil- 
arating experience, something that their “training” 
seems to equip them for, even though in many 
cases they have had no spoken language courses 
during their years of “training.” Thus the use- 
fulness of specific courses may show up in quite 
unrelated fields, where the type of mental discipline 
produced is required. The fallacious attitude that 
unless your specific training (in terms of major 
subjects, courses taken, etc.) must be directly and 
in some rather obvious way used on the field or 
it is going to be “wasted,” may be a hindrance 
to finding the Lord’s will. 

“Whence this waste of the ointment?” (for it 
could have been sold and the money used in some 
practical way); was met with, “Inasmuch as she 
did it unto me.” Nothing sacrificed for Christ is 
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ever wasted, 

From the standpoint of missionary service, even 
the content of formal Christian training is not nec- 
essarily what should be taught anyway. For ex- 
ample, training in methods of personal and mass 
evangelism, pastoral theology, homiletics, church 
and Sunday school organization and management, 
are good—but usually so definitely oriented toward 
American people, American ways of life and Amer- 
ican problems that as such they cannot be taken 
wholesale and applied directly to people of other 
lands. 

The person who is so rigid in his thinking that 
he will consider his training “wasted” if it is not 
used directly as taught and practiced in America 
is a menace on the mission field, for he is not there 
to transplant American ways, but to present Christ 
and the Scriptures, and to build His Church in 
keeping with the Scriptures and in conformity with 
indigenous cultural ways. This is where the trained 
man is needed more than the specific content of his 
training. American homiletics often doesn’t con- 
form to their ways of thinking. Nor do American 
illustrations. Even the American order of service 
is not divinely inspired and unalterable. The gos- 
pel is the same—but the ways of stating and ap- 
plying it will be fashioned to fit the language mold, 
cultural emphases and thought patterns of the peo- 
ple to whom it is given. 

Specific training for missionary living and mis- 
sionary tasks, geared to known needs, saves time, 
lives and many mistakes. It is not alway so evi- 
dent that training attained, then “given up” to go 
to the field, is also often put to practical use. The 
Lord does not forget a man’s background and often 
finds use for it in most unusual ways. The Lord 
who had the scraps gathered after feeding the five 
thousand, that “nothing be wasted,” will not waste 
any training He knows is useful. 

For example, a chemistry major felt God’s call 
to Christian missionary service. He left all that 
behind (or so he thought), took Bible training, 
then went to the field. But when the mission found 
the cost of printing inks almost prohibitive, the 
Lord had that man (the only one out of several 
hundred in the mission) in that very department 
of the work at that time. He analysed the inks 
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being used, bought the ingredients, trained his na- 
tional helper to mix them, and saved the mission 
an important sum of money. The Lord hadn’t for- 
gotten that man’s formal training. He used it in 
specific ways when He saw fit, but He was using 
the trained man for something far more important 
and basic in general missionary work. 


A veterinarian left all to go to the mission field. 
The very tribe he was sent to refused him entrance, 
until they learned that he could help them with 
their animals. The Lord knew that tribe’s system 
of values, and He didn’t overlook the skills of His 
servant. In this instance, in His sovereign wisdom, 
God chose to use these skills in a very specific way. 


But in observing that God does use specific 
training in such ways, we must realize that He 
doesn’t always do it, nor is there, after all, any 
necessity that He should. But even if He doesn’t 
use the training in some specific way, He still plans 
to use you, and in the making of you, your train- 
ing has had a part. “Wasted?”’not if you are used! 

But what about the Scripture, “Let every man 
abide in the same calling wherein he was called”? 
This is a sound Biblical principle to insure stabil- 
ity of witness and life, guarding against hasty or 
unwise changes. These words were never intended 
to rule out the sovereign right of God to call a 
man to some other task, nor can they excuse dis- 
obedience to the Lord’s express will. By all means 
start where you are and thoroughly investigate the 
possibilities in your own specific field—but do not 
limit your horizons just to that field. God knows 
the best use for you and your training, and He 
possesses sovereign right to use you and it “as He 
will.” Vocation must never take priority over the 
Lord Himself. 

Thus scholastic training of a three- or four- 
year type, with emphasis on courses taken, degrees 
gained, rather than on the man trained, may make 
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it difficult for you to discern the Lord’s will if such 
training becomes a filter, ruling out many possi- 
bilities of how and where God may use you. Your 
desirable qualifications should not be the reason 
you go, nor the lack of certain qualification the 
reason you stay when it comes to determining what 
God’s plan for your life may be. 

Lack of training for specific tasks on the field 
is too often interpreted as ruling out any possibil- 
ity of ever going. This assumption grows out of 
the same attitude toward training. The Lord may 
send you without all the training or He may lead 
you to get it. Often an unfortunate misunderstand- 
ing exists as to what training is essential, and in 
what ways it can best be acquired. 

One missionary task for which a high scholastic 
training is usually considered essential is that of 
Bible translation. Many think that if a man is well 
trained in the original languages he is automatic- 
ally qualified to translate. To lack this training 
seems automatically to be eliminated. Both views 
are deceptively untrue, because they are only part 
of the picture. 

What then does Bible translation require? Sev- 
eral things, among them a good knowledge of the 
Scriptures to be translated. Training in the orig- 
inal languages is certainly a great help. Equally 
important is a thorough, comprehensive understand- 
ing of Biblical truth and doctrine. For the one 
who lacks knowledge of Greek and Hebrew many 
excellent commentaries and multiplied English ver- 
sions are available and together they provide access 
to accumulated knowledge in the field. Even the 
one trained in Biblical languages does not work 
without constant dependence upon these, his train- 
ing enabling him to use them with more discern- 
ment and to draw his own conclusions where they 
are silent. 

A second basic requirement for translation is an 
adequate control of the language into which the 
translation is being made. Personal understanding 
of the Scriptures counts for little if your translation 
is inaccurate, unidiomatic, or unintelligible non- 
sense in the other language. Courses in linguistics, 
designed not only to help the missionary learn to 
speak well but also to analyze the finer nuances of 
grammatical structure and vocabulary usage are 
equally important. Probably far more translations 
suffer for lack of training in this respect than for 
lack of training in the Scriptures and the original 

(Continued on page 33, column 1) 
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TREN. D of thought 


Association of American Colleges Bulletin Do you think that our 
colleges and universities have for too long a time exalted the vague 
ideal of the uncommitted mind and the uncommitted conscience? By this 
I mean that in many instances our colleges and universities have overtly 
or tacitly refused to take a stand or, refused even to confront, all 
the great and central questions that entwine man's life, meaning and 
destiny. The ultimate springs of this failure lie deep in modern his- 
tory and philosophy. Their floodwaters have today swept in torrents 
over large parts of the world, submerging many of our institutions in 
what is variously called positivism, sensism, secularism or the scien 
tific view of life. In such a climate it is impossible not only to 
answer but often even to ask the ultimate questions about God, sin, 
free will, conscience, duty, human rights and the life of the soul after 
death./ Each of you is well acquainted with this dilemma, for in vary- 
ing degrees it affects all of you on all your campuses in our plural- 
istic American world, The devout Latin motto on your seal does not de- 
ceive you into thinking that in many cases the words enshrined there 
are discussed in your textbooks or your classroom instruction as other 
than "meaningless," The ideal constantly held before the student is 

to stand unwaveringly aside from final intellectual or spiritual com 
mitment. Such a posture, and such a posture alone, we seem to be tell- 
ing him, can be sincere, manly or even thinkable. To support this gos- 
pel, we draw our epistemology from the physicists, our cosmology from 
Dewey and Justice Holmes, and from Nietzsche a theology that proclaims 
the death of God. Then we leave the young undergraduate, fixed with 
firm lack of commitment in a universe without purpose or meaning, to 
bone up in private on acceptable behavior patterns out of a fat volume 
of statistics by Kinsey./ ...As the student came up the shaded old 
college lane four years ago he was probably told he had come here to 
make "basic commitments." If he goes down the lane again four years 
later without them, could it be because he has remembered a well-taught 
lesson that after all there really is no truth? --Thurston N, Davis, 
Editor-in-Chief, America (National Catholic Weekly Review). 


J. B. Phillips A vast amount of fiction presents life as though 


there were no God at all, and men and women had no religious side to 
their personalities whatever. We may for instance meet, in fiction, 
charming people who exhibit the most delightful qualities, surmount 
incredible difficulties with heart-stirring courage, make the most 
noble sacrifices and achieve the utmost happiness and serenity--all 
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without the slightest reference to God, The reader is almost bound to 
reflect that al] the fuss Christianity makes about seeking God's strength 
and so on is much ado about nothing./ Conversely, we not infrequently 
read of evil characters who, for all their lust, cruelty, meanness, or 
pride, never seem to suffer the faintest twinge of conscience. There 
appears to be no spiritual force at work pointing out to them, at vwil- 
nerable moments, a better way of living; and repentance is unthinkable. 
The reader is again, unconsciously, likely to conclude that God does 
nothing to influence "bad" characters./ This by-pass which neatly avoids 
God and the religious side of life is not characteristic perhaps of the 
very best fiction, but it is extremely common.../ In actual life... 
ordinary people do at times consider God and spiritual issues. The evil, 
and even the careless, are occasionally touched by their consciences, 
Moreover, the tensions and crises which are the breath of life to the 
fiction-writers are the very things which frequently stimulate the latent 
spiritual or religious sense, It is an extraordinary phenomenon that 

the modern writer who has few reticences and who is sometimes almost mor- 
bidly analytical of his characters! actions, should so frequently use 

the by-pass road round the whole sphere of a man's relations with his God, 
--Your God is Too Small (Macmillan), 


The London Quarterly and Holborn Review Ever since the fifteenth 
century when Western mariners achieved some mastery over the art of navi- 


gating wide oceans, men have radiated out from European shores to reach 
every part of our planet and have impinged with disruptive impact upon 
the lives of those they have met. Not the least of their influence was 
exerted upon the religions of other lands. Now the process is being 
reversed. Men of firm purpose are coming to us along the return routes, 
The other day we saw a robed Buddhist monk in Waterloo Station. How 
lofty and complacent are we about such facts?/ The question is more than 
one of mere academic interest. Britain is becoming a missionfield for 
emissaries of non-Christian faiths. How many people in this country are 
wide open to Buddhist teaching if they did but know it? Perhaps few are 
likely to be convinced that the mosquito biting their hand ought not to 
be killed because it may be a reincarnation of their great-grandmother. 
But when Buddhism says that the way to Nirvana is through knowledge and 
that it is your own responsibility to work your passage--no supernatural 
power is available to help or coerce you, and there is no need of atone- 
ment, miracles or grace--does it not chime in with the "face life as it 
is" attitude of many skeptical and disillusioned people who think that 
Christianity is a "back number" in what they consider to be a scientific 
age? Five of the six young men who two years ago went from Britain to 
Siam to train as Buddhist monks are back here again as missionaries of 
their new faith. The five-year plan for Buddhist world missions includes 
the training of 2000 missionaries to go out and save the world. 
--Editorial Comments. 


--by Virginia A, Krauss 
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orld IN TRANSIT 


Significant Increase The world has gained twenty-five 
independent nations and more than 500 million people since 191, making 
a total of 103 countries and a population rapidly approaching 3 billion, 
Most of the increase in population has been in Asia, which has all but 
six of the new "states." The twenty-five new "states" have about half 


the world's population, --The Survey Bulletin, November 25, 1957. 


Significant Decrease It is significant to note that 
in 1925 the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern Presbyterian) had 57,093 
members and 527 missionaries, In 1958 we have 829,675 members and only 
509 missionaries, This means that we have about doubled our membership 
in the United States but have actually cut down on the number of mission 


aries, --Southern Presbyterian Journal, January 29, 1958. 


Pastor's Secret A pastor needs to have faced the ques- 
tion whether he himself ought to be a foreign missionary. Many a pastor 
has no freedom in dealing with the cause of foreign missions from a se- 
cret fear lest if the truth were known he ought to be a missionary him 
self, Some pastors know that they have never done justice to the ques- 
tion, and therefore avoid the subject when they can, Every young man 
entering the ministry should fairly meet the question of his duty to go 
into missionary work, and settle it honestly in the sight of God. Only 
thus can he be as conscientious in staying at home as he would be in 
going abroad, under the sense of the divine call. --W.N. Clark in Study 
of Christian Missions, 


Prohibited Film When, at the invitation of the presi- 
dent of San Marcos University (Peru), the film Martin Luther was presented 
there recently, it was cleverly advertised as "The prohibited film--come 
see why it is prohibited!" So many students came the first night that 
on the two following evenings it was necessary to allow admission by 
ticket only, Each showing was followed by an open discussion, and copies 
of Faith and Reason by Dr, Rene Pache were distributed, This is the 
first time since the university was founded in 1551 that evangelicals 
have been identified and heard publicly. --Journal, Winter 1957-58, 
(International Fellowship of Evangelical Students), 


Good Will Project A helioplane was presented to Wy- 
cliffe Bible Translators recently by the Kansas City Women's City Com 
mision for International Relations and Trade, in recognition of WBT's 
service on behalf of the primitive people of the Andes, 
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Only St. Mark There are stil]. only 55 complete Bibles 
in African languages and complete New Testaments in 11) additional tongues. 
The majority of our Scriptures for Africa consist of Gospel portions, in 
many cases only a single Gospel...There are a number of tribes in Africa, 
each numbering more than one million people, who have only the Gospel of 
St. Mark, --Bible News (American Bible Society, Liberia Agency). 


Where Converts Come From Adherents to the Christian 
faith have come mostly from Animism and lesser types of older religions; 
and not in large numbers from such classical faiths as Islam, Buddhism 
and Vedantism. Only in countries like Japan, the Philippines, Indonesia 
and Ceylon are Christians from the middle classes, and their churches 


urban, --Crossroads, quoted in The Evangelical Christian, April, 1958. 


Missionary Doctor Miss Sheila Scott-Taggart describes 
the daily schedule of Missionary-Doctor Christy in West Pakistan. He 
operates (alone) from 5:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.3 holds an eye clinic from 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m., seeing 150 to 200 cases; follows this with a medical 
clinic of perhaps 70; then goes to the operating room for 10 to 15 more 
eye operations and any emergencies, "He does not stop to drink even a 
glass of water despite the heat all that time. Every day of the week he 
has that schedule except Sunday when he does 'trounds! among the 200-400 
patients...Where are the doctors and nurses whom God is calling to share 
the burdens?" --Afghan Border Crusade Prayer Bulletin. 


Vacation Means Work Twelve students from Wheaton Col- 
lege (I11.) will spend eight weeks in three Central American countries 
this summer, Object: for the students to help with tasks that take time 
from the missionary's main job and also to obtain first-hand, practical 
mission field experience. The project was planned by the Foreign Missions 
Fellowship chapter which chose the twelve finalists from forty-four vol- 
unteers, It is being financed by Wheaton students, student organizations, 
faculty, and interested friends. Three mission boards are the gainers, 


Nothing--All things In Nairobi a missionary friend 
told me that you can't train and turn responsibilities over to the Afri- 
can,..1 asked him, "How much can you or I, or any foreign missionary do 
without the abiding Christ?" He answered, "Nothing." My second question 
was, "How much can an African Christian do without Christ?" to which he 
replied, "Nothing." Then we turned to Philippians ):13: I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me. "Tell me, how much can 
a missionary do through Christ?" I asked. "All things," he answered, 

My next question was, "How much can an African Christian do through Christ?" 
to which he replied, "All things!" --Douglas C, Sparks in United Evan 
gelical Action, February 15, 1958. 


--by Lois 5S. Thiessen 
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of Israel during the three days’ encampment by the Jordan River. How 
would you have felt in this situation? (2) Vv. 7-13. What three things 
were the people to learn from this miracle? What phrase is used to describe 
the Lord in these verses? Of what significance was this here? Of what 
practical significance is this to you? (3) Cp. Vv. 13, 15, 16 with Psalm 
12:6 and I Kings 8:56. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 

JosHuA 4 (1) What subtle tendency of the human heart was to be coun- 
teracted by the erection of the stone memorials? Cp. Psalm 78:11, 42. In 
what ways has God delivered you in “impossible” situations during 1958? 
What should be the result of such experiences? Is this actually the case in 
your life, or do you tend to panic just as much when similar situations 
arise? (2) What seems to be intimated by the last clause of v. 10? Project 
yourself into this situation. Would you have dawdled? (3) Note the timing 


in v. 18 and ep. v. 24. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 5 

JosHuA 5 (1) Note that a recognition of God’s working cannot be equated 
to response and commitment to Him. Have you seen this in your own heart? 
in your dealings with others? (2) Vv. 2-8. Read Genesis 17:1-14 and re- 
view what was involved in God’s covenant with Abraham and his descend- 
ants. (3) The details of God's provision of manna for His people are given 
in Exodus 16. Cp. Philippians 4:19-20. For what things will God not be 
thanked if you do not thank Him? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 6 

JOSHUA 6 (1) Note the promise of God in v. 2, its fulfilment in v. 20, and 
the New Testament summarization of this chapter in Hebrews 11:30. (2) 
Look up Romans 4:20, 21. What promises of God’s Word apply to your 
present circumstances? Are you convinced that God is able to do what He 
has promised? Cp. Luke 17:6 and Mark 9:24. (3) What instructions did 
the Lord give for procedure once Jericho was “given into their hand?” (4) 


Try to imagine the effect of this deliverance on Rahab and her family. What 


seems to be indicated by v. 25? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 

yosHua 7 (1) To what might a less God-fearing man than Joshua have 
attributed Israel’s defeat at Ai? What steps might then have been taken? 
What would have been the result? (2) When you have failed and your 
confidence has been shattered, is your first reaction to pray about the situ- 
ation? (3) Realizing that the Lord’s hand was no longer with them, what 
questions did Joshua ask? (4) Vv. 10-15. Cp. Psalm 139:1-12. Note the 
present tense and the repetition of “Thou knowest.” (5) What was the 


reason for Israel’s defeat? What was the remedy? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
Josuua 8 (1) Both chapters 7 and 8 begin with a plan for the capture of 


2 


faith? Why could Jesus believe the fig tree would wither? What is the 
relationship between praying in faith, forgiving others and being forgiven? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

MARK 11:26-33 What is the point of the question in v. 28? By what means 
does Jesus reply? How does the wisdom of Jesus compare with the wisdom 
of men? Why did Jesus not give a direct reply? Are you asking Him a 
question in your life for which He has already given an obvious answer? 
What two possible answers could Jesus give to their question? What would 
have been their reaction to each? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

MARK 12:1-12 To whom is Christ speaking in vv. 1-7? How? Why? What 
can you observe about the character of the vineyard owner? Describe the 
tenants. What certain prediction is made concerning the owner? concerning 
the tenants? Where do you fit into this passage? Where did the opponents 
of Jesus understand that they fit in? How did this consideration relate to 
their arresting Jesus? What does Jesus predict about Himself? 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

MARK 12:13-17 A second question is put to Him. Is there a change in mo- 
tive? in tactics? Notice, even now, the way He teaches. Jesus escapes the 
dilemma by enunciating a law for all time. Write it in your own words. 
Are you continually complaining about a government which protects and 
helps you, rather than giving it what is due? What is “the other side of 
the coin” as far as your life in Christ is concerned? 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

MARK 12:18-27 A third question is raised to trap Him. Sadducees were the 
priestly, most powerful religious party among the Jews. They questioned the 
immortality of the soul. They are comparable to present-day materialists. 
What are they really asking? What is Christ’s reply? What, according to 
Jesus, is the root of their problem? Are you facing a question unnecessary 
to face if you knew the Scriptures and the power of God? 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

MARK 12:28-34 How is this questioner different from some of the others? 
Briefly state what Jesus says must be the attitude toward Him and toward 
others. What are the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:3-17)? Do you think 
that all the laws of God are covered by love for Him and men? Are you 
as concerned about loving Him as about obeying Him? One cannot exist 
without the other. What is the connection between loving Him and loving 
others? Which comes first? 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

MARK 12:35-44 Where is Christ teaching? Whom is He teaching? What 
question does He raise? Why does He raise it at this point in His ministry? 
Meditate on Jesus’ reaction to the response of the people in contrast to the 
response of the religious leaders. Are you believing Him increasingly? In 
vv. 38-40 we see Him at the end of His last day of public teaching. What 
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faith? Why could Jesus believe the fig tree would wither? What is the 


land is repeatedly referred to as their inheritance. God's promise that the 
descendants of Abraham would inherit the land of Canaan is given in Gen- 
esis 12:1-7, 15:12-21 and is reafirmed frequently from then on. (2) Genesis 
17:7, 8 stresses the basis of Israel's inheritance of the land, and the New 
Testament develops this important fact further in John 1:12 and Romans 
8:15-17. 


SATURDAY JUNE 14 
JosHuA 16-19 (1) What determined the portion assigned to each tribe? 
In what was their acceptance of this method rooted? Cp. 18:6 with Prov- 


erbs 16:33. (2) The “given name” of the God of Israel was Jehovah 
which our Old Testament translates Lorp. Think about the meaning of this 
word. (3) Do you have faith (practical confidence) in the sovereignty of 
God? Of what significance is His sovereignty to your present situation? 
to your future? It is important to remember that God's sovereign decrees 
are rooted in His goodness and love. We are repeatedly commanded to thank 


Him for this (Psalm 118:1, 29, etc.). 


SUNDAY JUNE 15 

Josuua 20, 21 (1) Analize the pattern in 20:1, 2, 7, 8 and 21:2, 3. What 
has God always required of His people? In the New Testament, saving faith 
is equated to obedience (John 3:36). (2) Do you desire or dread the will 
of God for your.life? Whatever your answer, pray about it. Psalm 145:18 
will help you to do this. (3) The cities of refuge were established at God's 
command. What does this show about Him? (4) Once a difficult situation 
has passed, are you inclined to think that things would have somehow 
“worked out,” that you needn't have worried as you did? Cp. 21:43, 44 with 
Isaiah 42:8. 

MONDAY, JUNE 16 

Josuua 22 (1) What was Joshua’s primary concern for the Israelites who 
would be living on the other side of the Jordan? With what else however 
was he concerned? Do you pray for the spiritual growth of Christian friends 
whom you see only occasionally? Are you concerned for the material as 
well as spiritual needs of others? (2) Why did the eastern tribes build the 
altar by the Jordan? To what motive did the others attribute their action? 
What almost happened? Are you inclined to jump to conclusions about the 
actions of Christian brothers and sisters? Read I Samuel 16:7 and James 
1:19, 20. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 17 

JosHuA 23 (1) What is the main point of Joshua’s exhortation to the peo- 
ple? List the things which will contribute to their losing the blessing and 
enabling of God. What reasons does he give for their continuing to love and 
obey Him? What will happen if they turn from Him? (2) Vy. 12, 13. 
Cp. I Kings 11:1-8. How does this apply to you? (3) What is emphasized 
in vy. 14, 15? (Cp. 1:5). In what attributes of God is this remarkable 
fact rooted? On what grounds do God’s promises apply to you? Read 


and God’s kingdom? Why does Peter speak? How is he interrupted? What 
does the interruption proclaim? In v. 31 He mentions His resurrection. Is 
this the first time He has mentioned this? (The question is occasioned by 
their just having seen Elijah. The popular expectation that the great prophet 
would prepare the way before the Messiah was based upon the closing words 
of Malachi. What puzzles the disciples is that Christ has come and is en- 
gaged in His ministry before Elijah appears. Jesus explains that the proph- 
ecy has been fulfilled by the work of John the Baptizer who had come in 
the spirit and power of Elijah. His “restoring all things” had consisted in 
turning the nation back to God in repentance and in reviving the hope of 
a coming Messiah. However men had treated Him with contempt. As pre- 
dictions concerning John had been fulfilled, so would predictions concerning 
Jesus. ) 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

MARK 9:14-29 Describe this situation. For what does Jesus rebuke the 
disciples? What is Jesus’ confidence in His own ability? Which is more 
pathetic: the father and his son, or the disciples, distressed by their failure? 
How does Jesus connect faith and prayer? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
MARK 9:30-41 What was Jesus’ intent for these days alone with the dis- 
ciples?) What did He want them to grasp? How many times has He an- 
nounced His death to the twelve? How many times to Peter, James and 
John? Why were they afraid to ask? Contrast the discussion in vv. 33-37 
with His teaching concerning discipleship in 8:34-37. See His reaction to 
them in v. 35. What does the teaching in vv. 35-37 add to the previous 
teaching about discipleship? What is there about receiving a child which 


is similar (in the gaining of prestige) to receiving Jesus? How are the 


disciples and Master dissimilar in vv. 38-41? (Notice Jesus does not say 


“receive Him” in v. 39, but “do not forbid him.”) How does the principle 
in v. 39 operate? When did you last give “a cup of cold water” to someone 


because he bears the name of Christ? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

MARK 9:42-50 What value does Christ place on His “little ones’? How 
serious is your responsibility to one with imperfect or partial faith? Cp. 
present sacrifice (mentioned figuratively in vv. 43-47) of the seemingly nec- 
essary and dear wth future eternal torment. If a choice is necessary in your 
life, which do you choose? “Salted with fire” can refer to “preserved with 


” 


How is this kind of self-discipline related to “Be at 


peace with one another”? 


unsparing discipline. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

MARK 10:1-16 Notice the custom of Christ. State what He says about di- 
vorce. What is the source of His conviction? What does this teach you 
about marriage? Can marriage be dissolved on grounds of incompatability 
or loss of love? V. 13. Who rebuked whom? Why? What is the contrast- 
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and God's kingdom? Why does Peter speak? How is he interrupted? What 


6 ” 


the Christian body, while rejoicing in the particular place of “servitude 
where God has placed me? (3) Do I ever try to put conditions on my re- 


sponse of obedience (cp. v. 8 and v. 9)? 


MONDAY, JUNE 23 
jupces 5 The Song needs to be read in a modern translation, for it is the 
oldest portion of Judges in form and language. Conservative scholars agree 
there are divisions in the book representing writings of more than one period 
(it makes no internal claim for single authorship or time period), although 
there is no question of historical accuracy nor of the fact that God’s hand 
is in it at all. For detailed, documented comment, see the New Bible Com- 
mentary (Judges section by F. F. Bruce). 


TUESDAY, JUNE 24 

jupces 6 (1) Eastern enemies, the Midianites, were an annual scourge. 
What is again Israel’s action in extremity (v. 6) and the two results (v. 8, 
14)? (2) How does Gideon's attitude change in the conversation (vv. 13, 
15, 17, 22)? Cp. Moses in Exodus 3:11, 13; 4:1, 10, 13. 
responsibility from God on campus, in the local church, etc., on the grounds 
that / am not capable (vv. 14, 16)? (4) What is his first task (vv. 25, 26) ? 
In my living for God am I willing to begin in my own home? (5) Should 


Dare I refuse 


Gideon (or I) need to put out a fleece or say “If” (v. 36) when God said 
“go ... and save” (deliver) (v. 14)? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 
jupces 7 (1) What reason does God give for cutting His force (v. 2)? 
Do I allow “my” ability to get in the way of giving God the glory (Revela- 
tion 7:12)? (2) Should Gideon have needed the secret trip to the enemy 
camp? Cp. IL Timothy 1:7 with vv. 10, 15. Note the change in his confi- 
dence (vy. 21, “stood”). Am I willing to “stand” in His strength on campus, 
at home, on the job, no matter how outnumbered? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 26 

jupces 8 (1) What was really the Ephraimites’ problem? Was Gideon’s 
answer true, or even honest in intention? (2) Were his attitude and actions 
toward the various townsmen (v. 7 ff.) justified (Romans 12:19b)? (3) 
Note the testimony (true or ironic?) of being known as “children (sons) 
Is my sonship through Jesus Christ (John 1:12) evident to my 


” 


of a king. 
casual acquaintances? to my enemies? Note the tragic conclusion of this 
life of service to God (v. 27). Dare I hope my past obedience will excuse 


present sin (Hebrews 12:1, 2)? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 

Jupces 9 (1) Note that Abimelech is not called a judge. Who had given 
him his authority (v. 6)? Had Jotham any better rights (v. 5), any special 
authority (v.57)? (2) Ch. 9 emphasizes the extreme to which family rival- 
ry and failure to remember God (8:34, 35) brought surrounding peoples as 
well. V. 45. The effects of personal sin have consequences in the lives of 
innocent bystanders. How aware am I of the danger of my sin’s hindering 


6 


for their shepherding? How did the disciples view this project of feeding 
several thousand people with practically no food? What have the disciples 
seen of the power of Jesus in impossible situations prior to this? (Sugges- 
tion: leaf through the first five chapters.) How did the multitude respond 
What does the record of this work of Christ add to 
your conviction that He is able to intervene in any “impossible” situation 


to Jesus’ command? 


you may be facing? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

MARK 6:45-56 How did Jesus make provision for immediate rest for the 
apostles (v. 45)? What did Jesus Himself choose to do? What shows His 
concern for them even while He is away from them? Were they prepared 
to have Him meet their need? Considering His disappointment in their 
lack of faith, what might have been His first words to them? What more 
do you learn of Him because of what He said? What do you learn of 
them? Would you have been different from the Apostles in this situation? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

MARK 7:1-13 What adjective describes the attitude of the scribes and 
Who was the focus of their question? Did Jesus answer their 
question? What is wise about the way He replies? According to Him, 
what is the basis of the problem? In what ways do you tend to go along 
with men’s traditions rather than obey God’s command? What does v. 9 
add to v. 8? God's command says “Honor thy father and thy mother.” 
This includes providing for their needs. According to an accepted tradition, 
however, if one declared any property “Corban,” which means “gift,” this 
property would be regarded as dedicated to God; but the tradition further 
provided that while the property could not then be given to any other per- 
son, it could be used by its owner for his personal gratification and delight. 
Thus it became possible for a man to allow his parents to suffer while he 
himself was wealthy. Is there some way in which you are similarly deceiv- 
ing yourself or others? 


Pharisees? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

MARK 7:14-30 How do we think we become defiled? How does Jesus say 
we become defiled? What does He mention as defilements? Is there a 
formality of external purity about which you are more concerned than you 
are with pride in your heart? Tyre and Sidon were not in the Jewish 
nation. Why would Jesus turn to them now? What attitude of mind and 
heart does the woman evidence? How does Jesus encourage her faith? 
(Gentiles were considered by Jews as underprivileged, and Jews referred 
to them as “Gentile dogs.”) This Gentile woman meets Jesus’ challenge 
and continues her faith in His power. What is the outcome? What is the 
connection between the traditional view of defilement (vv. 14-23) and this 


paragraph about the Gentile woman? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
MARK 7:31-37 This is the territory where the demoniac had been cured and 
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of a holy God? 


THURSDAY, JULY 3. 

jyupces 14 (1) Cp. v. 2 with Joshua 23:12, 13; II Corinthians 6:14; Amos 
3:3 and v. 3 with Exodus 20:12. (2) In wv. 6, 19 what type of strength is 
here represented as from God? Physical strength and/or healing may be 
God’s choice, but Paul’s attitude in affliction (II Corinthians 
12:7-10). Is the care and use of my physical body committed to God for 
His best purposes, whether in health or illness, and my attitudes such that 
He is given the glory through both? 


consider 


FRIDAY, JULY 4 

Jupces 15 (1) Note that Samson's personal vengeance (e.g. v. 3) is not 
condoned, although used against Israel’s enemies. (2) What is the relation- 
ship between the Israelites and the Philistines (v. 11)? Cf. Joshua 23:4, 5; 
Il Timothy 1:7. Am I afraid of what those in authority will think of me, 
or do to me, if I really stand for Jesus Christ? (3) How does God con- 
found their fear (vv. 14-17)? (4) Although these narratives give. little 
indication of the twenty years (v. 20) of his leadership, consider their value 
since he is included in the Hebrews 11:32 roster of men of faith. 


SATURDAY, JULY 5 
jupces 16 (1) Contrast the personal spiritual integrity of Samson with 
Gideon or Jephthah, and consider the greater glory to God if Samson had 
been wholly committed to Him. (2) Meditate on the tragedy of v. 20. In 
May I prayerfully understand daily the 
personal implications of Galatians 2:20? (3) How worthy was the motive 
behind Samson’s final prayer (v. 28)? Consider that God was not limited 
by Samson, and God could have accomplished the Philistine victory in any 
way He chose, but He used a weak man for His purposes. Recall 7:2. 


whose strength was he trusting? 


SUNDAY, JULY 6 

jJupces 17-18 (1) Keeping in mind that the final five chapters are not in 
chronological order, and represent the period just before the Judges, what 
can be learned of the lost vision and anarchy of that time? Cp. v. 3 with 
Exodus 20:3; v. 5 with Exodus 28:1, etc. (2) What does the repeated 
phrase (17:6; 18:1) show of the failure to remember the covenant (Joshua 
24:14-28)? (3) Note clues in 18:30, 31 as to the early date of this section. 
The people were completely responsible for their turning away, since the 
record had been written (within their lifetime) and directly revealed to 
their spiritual leaders. When God has revealed Himself through His Word 
and His Son, is any man “without excuse” (Romans 1:18-2:16) ? 


MONDAY, JULY 7 
yupces 19-20 (1) What is again repeated (19:1) to show the national need? 
(2) Cp. RSV for v. 2, “became angry.” Either was sin. This sordid story 
again recalls Romans 1:18-32. (3) Whom did God use as a means of pun- 
ishment (20:18)? Cp. their obedience here with their later failure. (5) 
Were the Benjaminites willing to punish their guilty members (vv. 13, 14) ? 


8 














with his dealing with the critics. Contrast the reaction of the critics to 


Jesus with His reaction to them. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 
MARK 3:7-19a What is interesting about this crowd? 
Jesus’ authority is seen here (vv. 7-12) ? 


What repetition of 
What repeated command? In 
vy. 13-19 who will help make Him known? To what were the 12 appointed? 
Is anything mentioned which guarantees their being valuable leaders of 
men? 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 

MARK 3:19b-35 What is the feeling among Jesus’ friends about Him? 
What is the accusation of the scribes? Why is the scribes’ conclusion about 
Describe the sin discussed in vv. 28-30. Who in the God- 
head brings men to repentance and so opens the way for them to be for- 
Why then would this blasphemy be unforgivable? 


Him illogical? 


given? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 

MARK 4:1-20 Rather than the Parable of the Sower some people prefer to 
call this the Parable of the Soils. Write down what happens as seed is 
dropped on each kind of ground. What similarities are there? What dif- 
ferences? What does He mean by v. 9? Have you ears to hear? Accord- 
ing to v. 10 how does one hear an explanation of this parable? What indi- 
cates that Christ considers this parable to contain vital spiritual principles? 
What is the seed? As you consider the four kinds of soil, which kind were 
you during your last contact with God’s Word? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 

MARK 4:21-25 What are you to do with spiritual light received? What 
will spiritual light accomplish when put to use? What does v. 23 say about 
the value that Christ placed on these spiritual principles? What will surely 
happen if you “give” or use the light you get? What will happen if you 
store it away? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 25 

MARK 4:26-34 What is true of seed which is also true of God’s kingdom? 
What is true of natural growth which is comparable to kingdom growth? 
What is true of harvest? In your own words, express the comparison be- 
tween a mustard seed and the kingdom of God. Vv. 33-34. What principles 
of spiritual readiness does Jesus observe? 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 26 

MARK 4:35-41 Describe this scene. Can you answer His question to the 
disciples (v. 40)? Over what natural forces does He demonstrate His 
authority? What kind of soil would you say His disciples have been? 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27 
MARK 5:1-20 How many different persons are mentioned? What single 
fact is notable about each? What is outstanding about the unclean spirit? 
What authority does Jesus demonstrate here? Of what could the swine- 
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show? Am I concerned about my friends’ problems? Cp. Romans 12:15. 


FRIDAY, JULY 11 . 

jos 3. The body of the book is divided into three cycles of speeches. The 
first cycle which begins here extends to ch. 14. (1) What is the recurring 
thought of this chapter? What advantages does Job see in death? What 
hope does it offer him? Contrast this with I Thessalonians 4:16, 17. (Note 
that the O.T. concept of life after death is quite different from the N.T. 
concept of resurrection; in Christ the revelation is completed and the hope 
(2) What answer do I have as a Christian to the desperate 
cry of a person in distress? 


made sure.) 


SATURDAY, JULY 12 

jos 4,5 Read through the entire speech of Eliphaz to discover its theme. 
(Today’s questions are based on ch, 4.) (1) What further information 
about Job is given in vv. 3, 4? What is Eliphaz’ first accusation against 
Job? (2) In wv. 7, 8 Eliphaz gives a hint 
of the traditional belief of his society. What is it? (3) What did Eliphaz 


Do I live by my own advice? 


learn from his vision (vv. 12-21) ? 


SUNDAY, JULY 13 

jos 5 (1) What does the reference to fools and the simple-minded who 
rebel against circumstance have to do with Job? (2) With wv. 6, 7 ep. 
Mark 7:21-23. To what extent does this general truth about human nature 
apply to Job? What can I learn from this about applying general truths? 
3) Note the things Eliphaz has learned about God in wv. 8-16. (4) What 
In a similar situa- 
tion would you be helped by this? What can I learn from this about help- 


assumption about Job underlies the advice of vv. 17-27? 


ing others? 


MONDAY, JULY 14 
Jos 6, 7 
ing ch. 6. (1) What is his main thought? (2) In wv. 1-13 Job draws atten- 
tion to the extent of his sufferings. What does he suggest in v. 4? (3) 
What does Job expect from his friends? What does he get? What sort of 
friend am 1? What connection is there between my relationship with God 
and my relationship with my friends (v. 14) ? 


Read through the speech and consider it as a whole before study- 


TUESDAY, JULY 15 

jos 7 Review the speech, this time concentrating on ch. 7. (1) What 
further insights do we get into Job’s physical condition? Describe his state 
of mind. (2) What four metaphors does he use to describe his life? What 
is his attitude toward death? How does life appear to him now? (3) What 


questions does he fling at God? In what are these rooted? 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 

jos 8 What sort of person is Bildad? (2) What is the main thread of 
his argument? (See v. 6.) (3) What does he imply about Job’s family? 
(4) On what grounds does Bildad feel we can seek God? Cp. Psalm 66:18, 
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it about? What does this mean to me? Cp. Isaiah 57:15. (4) Contrast the 
effect of the word of God on Job with the words of men (his friends). What 
does this teach me? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 11 

Jos 40:6-41:34 (1) God comes closer, and examines Job more carefully. 
How does he answer Job’s doubts about His righteousness (40:6-14)? (2) 
What does God want Job to learn from the animals described here? (3) 
Thinking back over yesterday’s section as well as today’s, can I trust God 
absolutely and “in everything give thanks” (Ephesians 5:20) ? 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 
jos 42 (1) In the face of this tremendous vision of God what does Job 
realize about God? about himself? about his problems? Job’s questions are 
not specifically answered, nor are his claims vindicated, yet he is satisfied. 
Why? 
friends? of my own heart and mind? 


What does this teach me about the needs and questions of my 
(2) Which parts of v. 5 are true 
in my experience? (3) For what reasons is God’s wrath kindled against 
Job’s friends? What should I learn from this? (4) Notice that everyone 
came back after the battle was over. Cp. Romans 15:1, 2. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 

Today think back over the book as a whole and review what you have 
learned from it. What has it taught about the problem of suffering? about 
the sovereignty of God? about the needs of men? How does it speak to 
Christians today? 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 

MARK 1:1-13 1:1 could be the title for vv. 2-8. Note His name (For 
meaning of Jesus see Matthew 1:21. “Christ” means Messiah or Annointed 
One sent from God to restore Israel and bring blessing to the world.) What 
facts did Isaiah write about the messenger? What facts do you find about 
John? What is the point of his message? Write down all you discover 
about Jesus. Contrast 1:5 and 1:11. What relationship has Jesus with the 
Spirit? Describe His stay in the wilderness. Note the supernatural element 
here. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 

MARK 1:14-20 What is the place of John now? In what way does Jesus 
come? Compare His message with that of John the Baptizer. (To repent 
is to turn and face the opposite direction.) What is Jesus’ next action? 
Jesus probably had some acquaintance with these men. What facts do you 
know about them from this passage? What is Jesus’ purpose for them? 
Write His promise to them in your own words. What conditions must they 
fulfil? By what dynamic would they be changed? Can Jesus change you 
so that you are a fisher of people? How will this come about? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 
MARK 1:21-34 How many go into Capernaum? Where does Jesus go on 
the sabbath? For what purpose? What response is there to Him? Why? 
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tradition play in my thinking? Cp. Colossians 2:8, II Thessalonians 2:15. 
(3) What caused Eliphaz to be angry with Job? Do I get angry or dis- 
agreeable when people don’t agree with me? (4) Are Eliphaz’ observations 
about Job, and man in general, true? Contrast, for example, v. 20 with 


Matthew 5:45. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 

Jos 16, 17 (1) How do the friends appear to Job here? Of what does he 
remind them in v. 4? (2) What is his attitude toward God? (3) Although 
everything seems to be against him, what is Job’s conviction about himself 
and his life? (4) What meaning does 16:19-21 have for me as a Christian? 
Cp. Hebrews 4:14, 15. In 17:2 Job once more turns from his friends to 
plead with God. 


THURSDAY, JULY 24 

jos 18 (1) Bildad describes the life of the wicked. Note the downward 
progression that takes place. What relevancy does it have to Job? What 
relevancy does Bildad think it has? (2) What does Bildad hope to accom- 
plish by such a speech? What can I learn from Bildad’s effort to make Job 
“see the light”? 


FRIDAY, JULY 25 
jos 19 (1) Note the attitude of Job’s servants, family, friends, wife. Now, 
when he needs help most, they forsake him. What things would cause this 


attitude on their part? How do I react to people in unfortunate circum- 
stances? Cp. Proverbs 17:17. (2) What does v. 21 indicate about the ex- 
tent of Job’s needs? (3) Vv. 25-27. Was God's trust in Job (1:8) justified? 
How would I measure up to such a test? Read Luke 22:31, 32. (4) In 
connection with v. 26 remember that the resurrection of the body is a N.T. 


revelation. 


SATURDAY, JULY 26 

yop 20 (1) Why is Zophar in such a hurry to answer Job (v. 3)? Put 
what he is saying to Job in your own words, (2) Note that Zophar is more 
concerned about the validity of his own views than about Job’s situation. 
What is my concern when I witness to others? (3) In spite of the fact that 
Zophar is misapplying his views in Job’s case, what does this chapter teach 
about the end of the wicked? 

SUNDAY, JULY 27 

jos 21 (1) In what frame of mind does Job answer? (2) How does Job’s 
analysis of the life of the wicked contrast with that of his friends? Which 
is more realistic? (3) How do I account for the prosperity of the wicked 
and the suffering of the righteous? Cp. Hebrews 12:3-11. 


MONDAY, JULY 28 

jos 22 The third cycle of speeches begins here and continues to 31:40. 
(1) Of what weaknesses and sins does Eliphaz accuse Job (vv. 1-20)? On 
what grounds? Cp. Luke 6:37. (2) Although Eliphaz applies the wrong 
set of facts to Job’s case there is truth in what he says. What is said in 
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vv. 21-30 about my relationship to God? What things can keep me from 
“delight in the Almighty”? What is the result of delight in Him? (3) 
What is meant by “paying vows” in v. 27? Cp. Numbers 30:2, Ecclesiastes 
5:4, 5. 


TUESDAY, JULY 29 

Jos 23, 24 Read through the entire speech, then concentrate on ch. 23. 
(1) What is the cry of Job’s heart here (v. 3)? Why does he think God 
would listen to him? (2) What facts about God has he learned and ac- 
cepted? Are these real in my experience? Of what significance are vv. 10, 
14 to me today? (3) How does my life stack up with vv. 11, 12? Cp. 
John 15:7. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 

Josp 24 (1) What social injustices does Job mention in wv. 1-12? Why does 
he think God does nothing about them? What is my answer to this prob- 
lem? See John 5:28, 29; Galatians 6:7. (2) In wy. 13-17 what is meant 
by rebelling against the light? What are the “ways” of light? Cp. John 
1:9, 3:19; Psalm 36:9. (3) In wv. 18-20 Job quotes his friends’ argument, 
and then in vv. 21-25 gives the facts as he sees them. Can you suggest a 
reason why God does not cut off the wicked? Cp. II Peter 3:9. 


THURSDAY, JULY 31 

jos 25, 26 (1) Put Bildad’s reply in your own words. Does it answer Job’s 
questions or evade the issue with pious platitudes? (2) What does Job 
think of Bildad’s answer? (Note, however, 13:26, 14:4.) (3) How does 
Job’s concept of God compare with Bildad’s? Think about v. 14. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 

jos 27, 28 Read through both chapters, then concentrate on ch. 27. (1) 
What does Job continue to insist on? Is he right in this attitude? In what 
sense can I as a Christian similarly claim integrity? Cp. I Corinthians 1:30, 
Philippians 3:9. ( (2) Vv. 13-23 present a problem in that they don’t seem 
to fit in with the rest of Job’s thinking. Two possible explanations are: 
that Job is showing his sympathetic understanding of his friends’ arguments; 
or, that the words have been misplaced and should be spoken by Zophar, 
which would give each of Job’s friends three speeches and thus satisfy the 
balance of the drama.) (3) What is the danger of trusting in riches? Cp. 
Luke 12:16-21. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 

jos 28 (1) What things has man discovered and learned to do? What has 
he not discovered? How can this be applied to the technological advance- 
(2) What definition of wisdom is given? What is its 
(Note that 


ment of our time? 
value? Which kind of knowledge is most important to me? 
wisdom has both a positive and negative aspect.) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 

jos 29, 30, 31 Read through the speech, then concentrate on ch. 29, 30. 
(1) List the people for whom Job took responsibility and the practical ways 
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(Continued from page 16) 
languages, for which, as has been pointed out, there 
are many compensating helps. 

Faithfulness to the original yet naturalness, mean- 
ingfulness and forcefulness of expression in the 
new language are two basic requirements not al- 
ways easily attainable. The determination of vo- 
cabulary and grammatical equivalents across lan- 
guage and cultural boundaries calls for a knowledge 
of basic translation principles. Training to build 
up mature judgment can be initiated in the home- 
land but only fully developed in the process of 
translation itself. 

In the last analysis something of the very char- 
acter and personality of the translator will be re- 
flected in his translation. He must be scrupulously 
honest, saying what the Bible says even where it 
does not agree with his own theological position. 
He must have a catholicity of viewpoint to handle 
dificult verses according to the best interpretation 
of the church, historical and contemporary, rather 
than according to his own private interpretation. 
Above all, he must have genuine humility and 
teachability that will not hesitate to correct, im- 
prove and revise. 

Training alone does not guarantee a good prod- 
uct. Poor translation can be done by highly trained 
men. Nor does lack of formal training mean that 
a person should not attempt it. Good translations 
have been made by Spirit-guided, self-taught men. 
A translation is to be judged by its own inherent 
quality, not pre-judged in terms of preconceived 
ideas as to what background a man must have to 
be able to translate. The one with training has a 
responsibility before God to dedicate it to His use. 
He should, other things being equal, be able under 
God to do better work because of his training. The 
one without specific training, faced with the need 
of the Scriptures, must trust the Lord to enable 
for the task. 

The idea that one must be equipped to do a per- 
fect translation or else not attempt it at all is un- 
realistic in the light of the history of the Church 
and the experience of translators. Translation is 
a process which involves constant revision. Granted 
that a certain minimum quality should be striven 
for before publication, the mere fact of publication 
does not end the process or obviate the need for 
further revision. Young Henry Martyn, when he 
had been in India only a short time, criticized 
some of Carey’s work. Perhaps he was right, but 
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Carey did not wait for a perfect translation before 
giving the Word of God to the people. He trans- 
lated to the best of his ability, then kept on revis- 
ing. His Bengali New Testament went through eight 
editions and revisions; the Old Testament went 
through five. 


Without in any sense trying to equate the orig- 
inal writing of the Scriptures with translation, but 
with a desire to point out the kind of men God 
used and uses, it is worthy of note that when God 
chose to have His revelation written in the first 
place He not only used Moses, learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians; Saul, trained at the 
feet of Gamaliel; and Luke, skilled in medicine; 
but He also used David and Amos, taken from 
minding the sheep; and Peter and John, rough fish- 
ermen who were scoffed at in their day as “un- 
learned and ignorant men”— which, by worldly 
standards, they were. God used the training of 
those who had it but He did not limit Himself to 
those who had it. 


In the history of Bible translation, God used 
Luther, a learned man; Wycliffe, an outstanding 
product of Oxford; and Judson, graduate of Provi- 
dence College (now Brown University). But He 
also used Carey, an unschooled, self-taught shoe- 
maker whose chief asset was that he was not fright- 
ened by hard work and knew how to plod; Moffat, 
the sum total of whose formal schooling was six 
months eavesdropping on a class his brother was 
enrolled in; and two nurses in Africa, untrained 
in the formal sense of translation, but the quality 
of whose finished product received high praise from 
the Bible Society which published it. 


Emphasis on training is good, and we should con- 


STARTING THE DAY 

For Christians the beginning of the day should not 
be burdened and oppressed with besetting con- 
cerns for the day’s work, At the beginning of the 
new day stands the Lord who made it. All the 
darkness and distraction of the dreams of night 
retreat before the clear light of Jesus Christ and 
His wakening Word. All unrest, all impurity, all 
care and anxiety flee before Him. Therefore, at 
the beginning of the day let all distraction and 
empty talk be silenced and let the first thought 
and the first word belong to Him to whom our 
whole life belongs. 


—Dretricu BonuoerrFer, Life Together 
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stantly seek to take full advantage of whatever 
training is available. But when such formal train- 
ing as is available becomes in itself an absolute 
yardstick to judge a person’s competence for a job, 
to pre-judge the quality of work he will do, and 
to determine the Lord’s will as to whether or not 
he should attempt a particular task, then the im- 
portance of training has gotten out of its proper 
propoftion in our thinking. By no means should 
we put a premium on ignorance. Neither should 
we unthinkingly quote as truth that “a little learn- 
ing is a dangerous thing,” for it is only so in the 
hands of an immature or undisciplined character. 
But are we equally careful that “ much learning” 
should not become a fetish, both to the one who has 
it and to the one who does not? God has often 
chosen the simple to confound the wise. Nor is it 
uncommon for Him to assign His children unex- 
pected and impossible tasks, “that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 

Today several hundred young people, represent- 
ing a wide range of background and training, are 
actively engaged in translating the Scriptures. Basic 
training includes brief intensive courses in the best 
linguistic techniques of our day, in addition to 
standard Bible school, seminary or equivalent train- 
ing in the Scriptures. To compensate for what 
might appear to be serious gaps in their training, 
they are given on-the-field guidance from more ex- 
perienced translators and have opportunity for con- 
sultation with linguistic and translation experts. 
Translation conferences, which provide for discus- 
sion of mutual problems with others translating in 
related languages, provide in-process training no 
classroom can completely duplicate. Test portions 
of the initial translations are produced in small 
trial editions and used with both Christians and 
non-Christians to test for quality before a more 
definitive publication is attempted. The Lord, to 
the puzzlement of perfectionists, is using His Word, 
even in such tentative drafts, to bring great bless- 
ing to hundreds of tribespeople. Essential basic 
training, developed and tested under field working 
conditions, with adequate helps when and where 
needed, is getting the pioneer Bible translation job 
done. 

This also illustrates the erroneous point of view 
that one must have all his training before he be- 
gins service for the Lord. The type of training 
that counts most is that gained while in service for 
the Lord. This is true both of the Christian at 
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home and abroad. To the student at the university, 
the campus is his present field. What he will be 
good for after he graduates depends not merely on 
what he learns now, but what he is now, and what 
the Lord is doing in his life in the very midst of 
a busy routine of studies and social activities. 

To the Christian abroad, missionary training did 
not end when he went to the field; it really only 
began with a new intensity. The very experiences 
of the field are part of the Lord’s preparation for 
usefulness yet to come. 

Training is what the Lord is doing to us—and 
He keeps training us all the time. It certainly does 
not begin with registration nor end with graduation. 

In conclusion: 

(1) The Lord wants you—every part of you— 
all you are as a product of your training. 

(2) Dedicate yourself and your training wholly 
and irrevocably to Him without reservation or pre- 
conceived ideas as to how He may use you. Surely 
He knows your best usefulness (including your 
training) better than you do yourself. 

(3) Be assured that He will not waste anything 
of value, but be prepared for a difference in how 
He evaluates things, your prized abilities and ac- 
complishments, from the way you do. 

(4) Expect Him to guide you in your training. 
When alternative choices face you, do not choose 
the easiest, the most conveniently scheduled, the 
least demanding professor. Ask the Lord to guide 
your judgment as to which will make you, in terms 
of course content and personal discipline in tack- 
ling it, what He sees you need to be. , 

(5) Never forget you are in training every wak- 
ing hour, not just in the scheduled classroom hours. 
What you do with your leisure time is as important 
as your study time in the making of you; for here, 
as in no other place, self-discipline is developed or 
lost. 

(6) With respect to your life work, do not nar- 
row your thinking to that which falls within the 
narrow limits of your specific field or even closely 
related fields. Begin the investigation there, for if 
the Lord has led you into such a course, He may 
plan to use you in that field. 

(7) Do not rule out any possibility or sugges- 
tion, just because it does not seem to you to fall 
within the field of your training or competence, 
until you have honestly and with a willing heart 
prayed about it for some time. His will, not your 
training, should be the basis of life’s choices. END 
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Movement 


in 


Italy’s 


Universities 


eats MASELLI, outstanding Italian Christian 
scholar, describes the present situation in Italian 
universities as “the fruit of a poor nation in which 
modern ideas circulate very little, the fruit of a 
nation which is backward and into which serious 
moral reformation has penetrated very little.” 

Yet perhaps no student body is more privileged 
than the 200,000 students in Italy’s 24 universities 
who have so many sources of learning at their fing- 
ertips. Italy’s cultural heritage, the distillation of 
many centuries, has not deteriorated. And recently 
there have been signs of stirring along academic 
lines in the Italian student world. 


By Georgia Hesslink 


One of the most moderate newspapers, Corriera 





della Sera, called for an improvement in the uni- 
versities which in spite of their antiquity are choked 
by bureaucratic disorganization and chaotic legis- 
lation, and lack opportunity for specialized study. 
Students are crying out for “a little less marble 
and a few more capable professors.” Professor 
Maselli feels that when students and professors are 
united in such academic desires, in spite of eco- 
nomic handicaps, progress will be made. 

To the outside observer the Italian student is 
somewhat enigmatic. Due to the character of the 
Italian people, who are not as a rule community- 
minded, there is no compact student body. This 
is in contrast to the American college student who 
tends to conformity and close affiliation with cam- 
pus life. Attendance at classes in Italian univer- 
sities is not compulsory. This makes student cam- 
eraderie even less prevalent. Giovanni Pirri, a 
former student, comments, “The disposition of the 
Italian student is del guscio (of the shell). Each 
student lives in his own little world.” Most students 
are older than those in the United States (high 
school is five years), and since they usually work 
while studying they tend to become lost in the life 
of large cities. 

Against this background, the Italian cpu (Bible 
University Groups) of the International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students has been seeking for about 
ten years to establish Bible study cells in the uni- 
versities. Workers have been few and the ground 
stony and resistant. In addition to the difficulty 
of making contact with students, the Weltanschau- 
ung of the average Italian student does not include 
religion. Religion is practiced as tradition but rare- 
ly becomes a reading subject. 

A contemporary Italian philosopher states that 
the Italian people lack a robust moral conscience. 
The Hungarian revolt has disillusioned most of the 
student world who since the war tended toward 
Communism. The current main motivation among 
students is to lead a happy material life, and this, 
together with other observations, makes a spiritual 
approach arduous. 

Since the work of GBu is specialized and has a 
distinct radius different from the more general 
scope of the churches, a close link of fellowship 
with the other evangelical groups has only recently 
begun to develop. Much needs to be done. 

Christian students find it difficult to make last- 
ing contacts with their colleagues and do not like 
to discuss religious questions with them. Perhaps 
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this is because evangelicals, a rather despised min- 
ority, are considered fanatical. That Italian stu- 
dents (like students in other parts of the world) 
often have little sense of responsibility is another 
factor in their enfeebled missionary outreach. The 
few who witness about their faith to others usually 
do it awkwardly, without knowing how to make 
the most of opportunities or how to establish the 
friendly contacts necessary for personal evangelism. 

At the outset of the student work in Italy, the 
Lord raised up Maria Teresa de Giustina as national 
secretary. Her literary gifts led to the publication 
of the evangelical student magazine Certezze which 
has been one of the most effective means of witness- 
ing to the Italian student. Miss de Giustina trans- 
lated various Christian works, including Manley’s 
New Bible Handbook, which are extremely valu- 
able to Italian evangelicals. 

In addition to weekly Bible studies, discussion 
and prayer meetings, summer camps have been held 
for the past few years in order to establish Chris- 
tians in their faith and present Christ to non-Chris- 
tian contacts. The success of these camps led to the 
purchase of a beautiful piece of land at the foot 
of Great Stone Mountain on the Adriatic as a per- 
manent camp site. The first work camp will be 
held this summer. 

With the marriage of Miss de Giustina, leader- 
ship passed to another young woman, Marcella 
Fanelli, who had assisted part-time in the work. 
In November of last year Frank Horton of the 
French cpu, Miss Fanelli and Jean Elliott, a South 
African volunteer for student work, visited the six 
or seven existing groups. Future possibilities are 
encouraging, but an Italian male graduate is needed 
to give all his time to instruction, encouraging and 
guiding the members of the small cells, which for 
many reasons are weak and lacking in stability. 

Paul’s letter to the Romans challenges those in 
Italian student work. For by the “power” of the 
gospel (1:16) the faith of this generation of Ital- 
ians might again be spoken of throughout the whole 
world (1:8), and their obedience known to all 
men (16:19). And although the Italian student 
world has barely been touched, the Lord has His 
twos and threes here and there. They stand before 
a wide door for effective work . .. but there are 
many adversaries (I Corinthians 16:9). 

Prayer is desparately needed for the empower- 
ing of the small nucleus of Christian students in 
Italy’s hostile environment. END 
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BY MAURICE MURPHY 


Let Evangelism be First 
ee 


W ines Gop calls a young man into the Christian 
ministry many avenues of service open before him. 
Yet time and strength will permit his following only 
a few. Each, therefore, must be evaluated in the 
light of its contribution to the primary objective 
of his calling: parish evangelism. 

In I Corinthians 1:17-2:5 the Apostle Paul writes 
of his calling to evangelize and what this involves. 

Basic, of course, was the call of God: “Christ 
apostled me.” Time did not dim his conviction of 
God’s call nor lessen his commitment to it. John 
the Baptist had a similar sense of divine appoint- 
ment: he was “a man sent from God.” The Lord 
Jesus repeatedly told His hearers that the Father 
had sent Him. From those who received Him, He 
chose twelve whom He named Apostles, to be with 
Him and to be sent out to preach. 

What is the nature of this divine commission to 
evangelize? 

“Christ did not send me to be a baptizer,” the 
Apostle stated (v. 17). But he baptized Crispus, 
Gaius and the household of Stephanas. Yes, baptism 
is a necessary sequel to evangelism; but evangelism 
is not baptism. 

Similarly, pastoring and teaching accompany the 
work of evangelism but can not be equated with it. 
The Apostle Paul engaged in both these activities 
in Corinth. His letters are instruments of pastoral 
didactic. 

But all these — baptizing, pastoring, teaching — 
are not evangelizing, but rather its outcome. 

The Christian minister is called to reach out to 
the unevangelized. The spirit of evangelism must 
penetrate all church activities. It is the heart of 
Christian experience. When this key objective is 
clearly in view, other objectives will be influenced 
by it yet kept in their proper places. To lose sight 
of this central aim is to disobey the heavenly vision 
and become bogged down in the morass of parish 
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details and duties. 

The charge to evangelize the world applies to 
every member of the Christian Church. Sometimes 
we evade it on Biblical grounds: the Bible speaks 
of evangelists, pastors and teachers. Or we bow to 
expediency and necessity. God’s commission, how- 
ever, does not change. It was not determined by 
man and it cannot be altered by man. It will be 
possible to fulfil this task in the local parish only 
when each Christian as part of the fellowship gives 
himself to its accomplishment. 

Within the boundaries of our country are many 
races needing the light which shines from God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. Our nation must be evan- 
gelized. Obligation to the community rests upon 
the parish family. The well-oiled wheels of parish 
organizations run smoothly. The church is full and 
the members contributing. Is that success? Is that 
our raison d'etre? What about the children, teen- 
agers, young adults, married couples, older people 
who are ignorant, indifferent or indolent in regard 
to the good news of God’s love? Within the parish 
are institutions, hospitals, schools, community cen- 
ters, etc. If encouraged, many church members are 
capable and eager to carry the gospel to these un- 
reached areas of opportunity. 

Parish life must be geared to evangelism. The 
energies of Christians must be harnessed to that end. 
Naturally the question of direction and objectives 
arises, yet if the desire to evangelize is present these 
will clarify themselves. If neighborhood evangelism 
is one of many duties it will never be done. It must 
be central and crucial, the leading plank in the 
church’s platform. 

The Christian is shamed by the energetic, per- 
severing efforts of the cultists. The proponents of 
error succeed because we fail to evangelize. Cults 
have emerged and moved in bceause the truth was 
not present. This problem is becoming more crit- 
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ical. We must preach the true gospel and denounce 
what is false. 

Such a course of action is not without difficulties 
and temptations. Many inviting vistas of service— 
attractive projects, worthwhile and good in them- 
selves — beckon minister and congregation. The 
good becomes the enemy of the best. The spiritual 
condition of non-Christians is soft-pedalled. Such 
terms as lost and perishing are seldom heard. Psy- 
chology endeavors to explain away conviction of 
sin, repentance and conversion. Materialism at- 


tempts to fill humanity’s aching heart with things. 
Liberalism fans the “divine spark” within us, fos- 
tering cultural pursuits and denying the bondage 
of non posse non pecare. 


And all the while the cancerous root of sin eats 
out the moral vitals of the world. Man without 
Christ is lost. Forever. 

One problem confronting the Christian minister 
is the insignificance of the evangelist (as Paul in- 
dicates in I Corinthians 1:26). Who is announcing 
good tidings today? The intelligentsia, men and 
women of influence? No, generally the evangelist 
is an unimportant person. There have been and still 
are those who by birth or by gifts could be classi- 
fied in the minority groups of the wise, the mighty, 
the noble. But by and large, God’s messenger of 
salvation is not among these. If he attracts atten- 
tion, he will receive unfavorable publicity. 

The content of the gospel is given in I Corinthians 
7:17, 18, 23 and 2:2: the cross of Christ, Christ 
crucified, a Savior dying on a Roman gibbet. The 
story antagonizes the non-Christian. It insults hu- 
man pride. It seems irrelevant to present-day living. 
It repels the aesthetic, religious man (typified by 
the Jews of Paul’s day), and it is foolishness to the 
cultured, intellectual classes (of which the Greeks 
were representative ) 

The foregoing facts lay the evangelist wide open 


to subtle temptations. Since the preaching of the 
cross is offensive to the natural man, the unbeliever, 
why not avoid it? (Although the message is offen- 
sive, the way it is preached need not be.) Or there 
may be the inclination to water down the message 
or dress it up with the wisdom of words. The 
Apostle deliberately side-steps such a possibility: 
“T came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom 
declaring unto you the testimony of God, . . . not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom” (2:2, 4). 

Paul did not put a premium on ignorance. His 
mind was trained. He valued his education because 
it increased his usefulness to God. He could, hold 
his own with Epicureans and Stoics, men of in- 
tellectual stature. But realizing that erudite lan- 
guage could obscure the message, he dispensed with 
everything which would detract from the simplicity 
of God’s love for rebellious man, revealed in the 
death of His Son, the Savior made sin that the 
sinner might be made righteous. 

God’s instruments often seem insignificant. But 
“the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men” (1:25). 
The message, the method, the messengers are the 
means of showing the world the greatness of God’s 
power as He transforms sinners into saints. 

To endeavor to find God through the labyrinth 
of human reasoning is to fail. “The world by wis- 
dom knew not God” (1:21). Faith which springs 
from the wisdom of man can be destroyed by man. 
It is not true faith. Let us preach the gospel as it is. 
“For I determined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (2:2). 
Paul by-passed every unrelated theme. His one 
story was of the crucified Savior. 

Aware of his insufficiency in the face of such 
responsibility, he confessed that weakness, fear and 
trembling characterized his inner emotions. We can 
claim kinship with Paul. But in 2:4 he continues 
in a different strain. “My speech was . . . in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power.” The weakness 
of man and the power of the Holy Spirit are an 
invincible combination. The glory is God’s. 

And so Paul spoke with confidence, assured that 
this was God’s way and that he was adopting God’s 
method. All that was of the flesh in the preacher, 
all that would appeal to the flesh in the hearers was 
missing. Then God could work. 

Conversion is the goal of evangelism. When a 
Christian minister obeys God’s call to evangelize, 
he may expect results. END 
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Why I Believe in God 


By Naohiko Harada 


Naouiko Harapa, M.D., is Assistant Professor of Surgery 
at the Osaka City (Japan) University Hospital. At present 
Dr. Harada heads the department since his superior is in 
America. Although the author has been a Christian for only 
six months, he has already led one of his patients to per- 
sonal faith in Jesus Christ. 


I WAS BORN and raised in a Buddhist family in 
Japan. Of course, every Japanese family belongs to 
Buddhism and is controlled by it. But the controller, 
Buddhism, has degenerated to mere formalism. 


This seems to be the usual course of a degenerate, 
passionless, easy-going religion. Buddhism has been 
caught up with many slight and valueless things, 
and the practice of these is its source of income. 
It is like a business. 

We young, educated Japanese cannot bear such 
a degenerate religion, so we are obliged to sepa- 
rate from it and turn to apparent atheism. But the 
one who abandons Buddhism finds himself in a 
maze ... no religion and no knowledge of God 
at all. So the term “atheism” is not really correct, 
but rather “religious spirit without knowledge.” 
Yet the person in such a state does not realize his 
spiritual condition. 

During adolescence I passed through one of these 
pseudo-atheistic periods. In my home was a Bud- 
dhal altar, but it was a foreign buoy at which my 
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soul found no anchor. My spiritual condition was 
like a vacuum. I had a few friends who knew 
about the true God, but they did not influence me. 

Medical science was my chosen vocation and I 
set my course to learn the technique with all my 
might. Yet after four or five years of studying, an 
obscure doubt persisted in my heart. For a while 
this doubt left, but soon it returned and developed 
gradually into an unsolved mass. The mass had a 
firm root and occupied a great part of my soul. 
My problem was the vague possibility that there 
might be a “something beyond the human.” 

“My technique is strong enough to cure a dis- 
ease. Many patients have recovered by the help 
of my technique.”— Then I operated on a patient 
with full confidence, but that patient died of an 
unknown cause. I could not understand the differ- 
ence; one man recovered, but another died, using 
the very same technique. 

On the other hand, sometimes patients who were 
considered incurable would recover. “Science 
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teaches us that this certain disease is incurable. 
How does it happen that one patient is cured and 
another dies? There must be something beyond us.” 


I further reasoned, “If I take a hypothesis about 
‘something,’ I might explain these two cases thus: 
A patient is not cured by my technique, but by 
the help of ‘something.’ My technique is only the 
assistant of ‘something.’ ” 

This was my trend of thought, and I was forced 
to believe and to seek “something” which is ruling 
over us. 


While in this spiritual condition, I went to India. 
There I found many people who believed strongly 
in Islam. Their strong faith surprised me. “We 
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Japanese need no God in our lives; why do these 
people need one? Ah! We too need God! I need 
God to take care of the unsolved mass in my heart.” 

After the trip to India, | became a keen seeker, 
seeking with hunger. I talked much with various 
religious people in Japan, and practiced their 
methods of worship. But none of the Japanese re- 
ligions gave me any satisfaction, because they were 
only forms. 

I was disappointed again. 

While seeking the answer, | met a Free Meth- 
odist missionary who was conducting a class in 
English. At first my purpose in attending the class 
was to gain practice in English conversation. This 
class met weekly and the theme of our conversa- 
tion was God only. This was a most interesting 
theme for my hungry spirit. After one and one- 
half years in this class | knew God—in my head; 
and, after reading the Bible, I felt satisfaction. That 
unsolved mass melted like ice! 

One of the factors which led me to enter God’s 
society was the missionary’s respectful attitude, her 
sincerity and her faithfulness. My entering the 
church was supported by her energy. I discovered 
that Christianity was not just formalism, but life. 

When I decided to become a Christian, one hin- 
drance awaited me. It was that for a Buddhist (so- 
called) to become a Christian would be a tremen- 
dous change. I was disturbed socially, but my de- 
cision was firm, though I hesitated to take the 
final step. I was encouraged by letters from my 
teacher, who wrote, “You must be more courage- 
ous; you must exert your will power.” 

On the morning of December 22, 1957 (Christ- 
mas Sunday) I went to church. It was the second 
time in my life to attend church, but I decided to 
be baptized that day. The reason for that rash de- 
cision was that I was afraid of losing God from 
my heart if I put off the outward testimony through 
baptism longer. I felt it necessary to enter the world 
of God at once, just as an emergency patient enters 
a hospital without delay. 

After the baptism I had a new world, a wide 
and fertile world outside my own narrow world. 
Attending church was now not a duty but an op- 
portunity. A head Christian became a heart Chris- 
tian. I had a wide spiritual world in my heart. 

After a month, it is now my custom to pray be- 
fore my patient’s bed. Any patient is cured by 
God, and not by my science. This is my discovery. 
] praise God for His faithfulness to me. END 
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BY WILLIAM HAROLD FULLER 


| Honc Konc’s paper lanterns Chinese bus- 
inessmen stop to buy a bright-covered magazine 
called Dengta. In Bombay a Hindu slips Kiran, 
a newsprint magazine, under his robes. A Roman 
Catholic priest tells South American university stu- 
dents that Verbo is the best Spanish magazine he 
has seen. In proudly independent Ghana a West 
African Moslem eagerly turns to the photo section 
in his copy of African Challenge. 

These magazines are evangelical Christian jour- 
nals published in different parts of the world. Along 
with Envol (French), Neno la Imani (Congo Swa- 
hili), Caribbean Challenge (English), The Gospel 
for the Millions (Japanese), they constitute a new 
medium for reaching the unevangelized. 


* * * 


The world faces a startling situation today, one 
which frightens economists and sociologists. The 
world’s 2.7 billion population, expected to double 
every 42 years, is rapidly approaching the maxi- 
mum which the earth can sustain. Japan’s popula- 
tion is increasing by 1.8 million every year, India’s 
by 5 million a year. By 2000 A.D. one out of every 
two babies born in the world will be Chinese. 
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These population explosions are occurring in the 
missionary areas of the world. In the Near East, 
birth rates of under 50 per thousand are considered 
low, yet the United States birth rate is less than half 
as high. If India could lower her death rate to that 
of Puerto Rico, in a single century her population 
would be five times that of the present world figure. 

Such statistics can only indicate future trouble as 
these swelling populations spill over their present 
bounds and inundate the rest of the world. 

Mission leaders realize that there are more non- 
Christians in the world now than 50 years ago. 
After 250 years of missionary activity in India, 98 
per cent of the people are outside the Church; in 
Japan, 99.5 percent. 

Obviously we can never hope, with present mis- 
sionary personnel, to reach the unevangelized of 
India, Africa, South America and other areas. Most 
of these people will be lost unless we use some me- 
dium of mass propagation of the gospel. While not 
neglecting the mission-station approach, we must 
find ways of multiplying our ministry, of reaching 
many individuals simultaneously and repeatedly. 

An intense desire for education pervades contem- 
porary Africa, Asia and South America. Govern- 
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ments are conducting mass literacy campaigns. Chil- 
dren are enrolling in new free schools mushrooming 
up among cocoa plantations and rice paddies. Every 
week approximately one million people learn to pick 
their way through an elementary reader. Dr. Frank 
Laubach believes that illiteracy may be wiped out 
in 25 years. 

Providing sound evangelical literature for these 
new readers is a necessity as well as an opportunity 
for the Christian Church. 

In one current year the Jehovah’s Witnesses in- 
creased the circulation of their two main publica- 
tions by over 1 million. Their rotary presses in 


Brooklyn can produce a total of 3,500 magazines 
per minute. At Ghana’s independence celebrations 
last year a Roman Catholic editor told me that the 
Catholics had a 25-man editorial and printing team 
ready to move into West Africa. Other world reli- 
gions are reviving and developing their own litera- 


ture. In Viet Nam, for example, the Confucian 
“temple of literature” is being rebuilt. 

The secular press is likewise making a bid for 
readers, in many instances seeking to cultivate a 
national appetite for pornography. 

Most insidious, however, is the attack being made 
by the communists. In 1956, the last year for which 
figures are available, their budget for literature was 
3.4 billion dollars. Communist literature was basic 
in the subjugation of China, and there is an omi- 
nous repetition of their methods in India, where 70 
per cent of all available literature is communistic. 

In Africa the pattern is less obvious. After mak- 
ing a trip around the continent, the secretary of a 
Christian literature organization told me he had not 
seen one piece of communist literature. But I was 
able to go down one lane in Nigeria’s capital and 
buy an assortment. You do not find it on every 
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street corner under a red flag. You need to know 
where to look. And the Africans know. Beautifully 
produced with full-color plates, these publications 
do not contain anything seditious or immoral, but 
are filled with cultural material, showing the 
“utopia” which communism is supposed to have 
brought to Russia, China and Eastern Europe. 

Today Christian missions are countering such 
publications with a new type of missionary journal- 
ism. Essentially “formula” publications, they have 
a colorful photograph on the cover, news and edu- 
cational features, photographs, fiction or biography, 
and a Bible study. The advertisements they carry 
help to pay costs as well as make them attractive to 
the man on the street at whom they are primarily 
aimed. 

The major reason for the success of these journals 
is the people’s inherent interest in religion coupled 
with the rising literacy rate and desire for educa- 
tion. Their relevance to the daily life of the people 
is another factor, and a third, their simplicity. This 
does not mean that we “write down” to the people. 
Thoughts must be expressed in a manner under- 
standable to school boys (the largest literate class), 
yet acceptable to college graduates, and divested of 
Western encumbrances, stuffiness, religious cliches, 
long words, or words with double meanings. 

The purpose of these Christian journals of course 
is to spread the gospel through evangelizing and 
teaching. We cannot hope to compete with the secu- 
lar press on its own terms. We cannot capitalize on 
sex, crime and sports to boost our circulation. 

Yet we have a sensation unknown to the secular 
press—the gospel message. Most nationals are argu- 
mentative, and when we present them with the 
claims of Christ, they are startled. Even if they do 
not agree with the message, they usually want to 
know more. We must present the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ through a medium which will attract 
their attention, not through a church-style paper 
with Western “educational” material and “do-good” 
stories. 

Each magazine has its regional problems. Dengta 
staff cannot use photographs showing people work- 
ing with their hands, since their readers look down 
on manual labor. The South African monthly, Our 
Africa, has to steer clear of the complex race prob- 
lem. Envol must keep in mind the needs of the 
African elite. In English-speaking Africa we have 
to be careful not to tread on the toes of any tribal 
group, since tribal feelings run high. 
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Distribution is a major problem and expense in 
backward countries. Caribbean Challenge, for ex- 
ample, had its circulation completely snarled when 
the only regular inter-island shipping service was 
discontinued, Some magazines have representatives 
stationed in various regions. With their publication 
as a key, they travel as evangelists, speaking in 
churches and schools in which they otherwise might 
not be admitted. This is expensive work, but in 
countries without modern distribution methods, it 
is necessary if high circulation is desired. 

In areas of rising nationalism, Christian journal- 
ism is one of the few ways of carrying on mission- 
ary work. The missionary journalist’s white face is 
not evident as he works with and trains national 
writers, artists and other technicians. And training 
nationals is a vital part of this new literature pro- 
gram. A staff must be carefully selected and trained 
from among consecrated converts. The only way 
we could get the man who is now responsible for 
editing the Yoruba edition of the African Challenge 
was to take an African pastor and train him in 
journalism ourselves. Today he gives assignments 
to white technicians on the staff and later this year 
will go to England for further studies in journalism, 

In their anxiety to incorporate nationals into 
their work, Christian publishers must be careful of 
two things: (1) putting up a front of national par- 
ticipation, i.e., forming “rubber stamp” committees 
which actually have no responsibility (local poli- 
ticians quickly see through such subterfuge); (2) 
hiring nationals who are not born again and dedi- 
cated Christians. To train unbelievers for this work 
is a waste of the missionaries’ time and the Lord’s 
money. One wrong man in a sensitive national con- 
text could ruin the entire work. We must require 
salvation and dedication among nationals just as 
we do among missionaries. 

God has men whom we can train. And when 
through prayerful searching we discover them, we 
find capable earnest men and women who can reach 
their people in a way we cannot. One of the greatest 
gifts we can give these young churches is trained 
Christian writers who love God and His Word. 

An evangelical paper is able to reach into areas 
where the entrance of another mission would only 
increase church rivalry in the eyes of the nationals. 
Missionary journalism encourages cooperation 
among evangelical missions through the joint pub- 
lication of literature which no one group would be 
in a position to produce by itself. 
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Why journals instead of booklets, some may ask. 
While all kinds of literature are needed in follow- 
up work, the repetitive nature of periodicals is ideal 
for reaching new literates. Constant repetition of 
Bible teaching works slowly but surely in the hearts 
of readers, 

With African Challenge we found proof of this 
gradual effectiveness when the number of decision 
slips sent in by readers steadily increased even 
though our circulation at that time was holding 
around 150,000. One reader wrote, “I could have 
sent this slip last year, but I wanted to be sure of 
my decision. Now I know Jesus is my Savior.” A 
Moslem told us, “Sir, I have been reading the 
Challenge for one year, and now I am ready to turn 
from Islam to Christ.” The British and Foreign 
Bible Society found it necessary to place two full- 
time secretaries in West Africa because of the in- 
creased demand for Bibles since the appearance of 
Envol and African Challenge. 

Our African colleagues point out two important 
trends in African society. (1) Many tribal lan- 
guages will lose their significance within the next 
ten years because the people will be turning to the 
libraries of the West for technological know-how. 
(2) As the languages of the West move in, so will 
Western materialism, and this will break down the 
inherent interest in religion. 

The rapid development of the world’s backward 
areas brings with it the danger that the moral char- 
acter of these nations will not be strong enough to 
support their heady political progress. Christian 
publications — evangelizing, teaching and building 
—can play a great part in strengthening national 
moral fibre and creating a Christian public opinion. 

Christian publications are also needed to help 
build local churches. Many young churches will 
face (and are facing) poverty of thought unless lit- 
erature is provided. And until book publishing be- 
comes more feasible, Christian magazines must bear 
the responsibility of providing this literature. 

Most of all, Christian magazines help in building 
an articulate church. National Christians are given 
an outlet for expression of their faith, and through 
this medium their thoughts can multiply in useful- 
ness throughout their country. This is building for 
the future extension of the Kingdom of God. 

In our hands God has placed the greatest instru- 
ment for propagating the gospel that the Church 
has ever had. May we not lose its potential through 
lack of faith and obedience. END 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


—Who are they? That proves my point, doesn’t 
it? 

If the resources of great Christian writing are 
not playing an important part in the development 
of your spiritual and mental attitudes, your aca- 
demic training is forging ahead of your Christian 
growth. And after university days, you will prob- 
ably be a busy professional or homemaker, think- 
ing and living on a graduate level in every area 
of your life except that which is central: Christian 
faith and life. There you'll continue to be in high 
school, exerting about as much mature influence in 
spiritual matters as a first year science student 
could exert on the du Pont Corporation. 


Nor is a round of speakers and conferences an 
adequate substitute. When was the last time you 
heard Martin Luther at a conference? Or Charles 
Simeon? Or Robert Dick Wilson? 

Christian books are essential for an eternal view 
of contemporary situations and problems. The per- 
spective of history demonstrates differences between 
wooden and living ideas that the most proficient 
weekend conference speaker can only suggest—if 
his reading and judgment are sufficiently broad to 
discern them. 

But why be dependent upon the judgment of 
others? Form your own conclusions, make your 
own judgments, be a man or woman who exercises 
informed Christian reason — all under the Holy 
Spirit’s enlightening ministry. 

And the quiet hour spent with a devotional book 
—whether Rutherford or Baxter or Owen or Tozer 
—will cause living water to spring up in your life 
where formerly there was only thirst. 

So read books this summer. Work in a factory, 
go to the shore, spend time with the family, go to 
summer school or an Inter-Varsity camp. But read 
Christian books. One a week, if possible. 

God saved your mind when you became a Chris- 
tian. Fill it with great thoughts of Him during the 
next three months. END 
(If you don’t know what to read, order some of the books 
listed on pages 45 and 46. Or write to Inter-Varsity Press, 
1519 North Astor, Chicago 10 (or IVCF, 30 St. Mary Street, 
Toronto 5) for a list of summer reading suggestions. — Ed.) 

* * * 
A WRITER OR SPEAKER constantly strives for clarity 
of expression. Although many seem unaware of it, 
increasing the number of words (particularly ad- 
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jectives and adverbs) does not increase the reader’s 
or listener’s understanding of the thought being 
conveyed. Tight writing goes with tight thinking 
and tight understanding. And there is a correspond- 
ing trilogy of looseness. 

An oft-repeated example is the difference between 
“Hit the line” and “Hit the line very hard.” 

Meaningless clichés are equally disastrous to clear 
communication of ideas. — Yet they are not really 
meaningless; sometimes they provide the truest in- 
sight into the way a speaker or writer really thinks. 

Each editor probably has his list of tired, worn- 
out words and phrases. First on my list is the word 
“really” (see the previous paragraph for two exam- 
ples). Here are some others gained from reading 
and listening. First is what the speaker or writer 
says; next (in italics) is what he means. 

“At the risk of over-simplification . . .” 
as far as my logic takes me. 

“True facts.” More true than facts, less true than 
really true facts. 

“There’s no easy solution.” 
thought through. 

(In a question period) “Now that’s an interest- 
ing question.” Either: / anticipated that you'd ask 
that and came prepared; or: Give me time to think. 

(Leader in a Bible study) “That’s a good ques- 
tion.”. | was hoping someone would ask that. 

“Woefully ignorant,” “Sadly lacking,” “Sorry 
state of affairs.” Those who disagree with me de- 
serve pity. 

“In a very real sense . . 
ding. 

“I am irrevocably opposed.” Now don’t confuse 
me by presenting some other viewpoint I haven't 
considered. 

“This may be none of my business, but . 
It isn’t. 

“People at large,” 
as a whole.” 
point. 

As Christians, we must be honest in our inward 
thinking and outward expression. As Christians 
who desire to communicate with our generation 
(rather than a non-existent, earlier romantic one), 
we must be forthright and clear in outward expres- 
sion, avoiding clichés. 

And our Lord was quite clear in saying that our 
yes should be yes, and our no should be no, without 
embellishment. Anything additional comes from the 
evil one. END 
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TOWARD CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 


\- by Drs. W. Melville Capper 
and H. Morgan Williams 
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d This book was written to explain the Christian view of sex, 
courtship and marriage. The approach is always realistic, al- 
ways Biblical. 
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7 Sex and marriage are considered as God intends them for 
| the Christian, against a background of contemporary disorder 
. and sin in these areas. 
n Students (both married and unmarried) will want this book 
for personal reading, counsel and reference. It is also appro- 
t priate for faculty members, pastors and Christian Education 
Directors. $2.25 
te 
k ON CALL 
; 
" A daily devotional book for nurses 
by Lois Rowe, R.N. 
y This book presents Scripture passage for the day, a Scrip- 
| ture text and appropriate comments and illustrations taken from 
the daily routine of a nurse. 
| As a daily devotional it will be useful for individual nurses 
e as well as groups meeting for devotions and daily prayer. 
, | Plan now to include this book as a gift for those about to 
begin nurses training. $3.50 
le 
y CAMPUS CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
A book for every Christian on campus who desires to better 
d understand his part in the campus witness of Inter-Varsity 
'S Christian Fellowship. It will be especially helpful for chapter 
n officers, faculty sponsors and graduates fulfilling a ministry to 
E students. 
| Charles E. Hummel, National Secretary, has written this 
™ book in consultation with the Senior Staff Council. $3.00 
it (ready June 25 e please provide summer mailing address) 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES 

____THE CAMBRIDGE SEVEN @ $1.00 
—___THE FAITH OF A CHRISTIAN @ $1.00 
____HENCEFORTH @ $1.00 

_____HENRY MARTYN @ $1.00 

____IF WE BELIEVE @ $1.00 
___OBEYING GOD’S WORD @ $1.00 
—____PERSONAL WORK @ $1.00 

—___THE ROCK BENEATH @ $1.00 
____UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD @ $1.00 
—____VOCATION @ $1.00 


WHY BELIEVE @ $1.00 
(Any five of the above dollar books for $4.00) 





BIBLE STUDY SERIES 

_____ BASIC CHRISTIANITY @ 75¢ 

_____DISCOVERING THE GOSPEL OF MARK @ 50¢ 

_____HOLD THE FAITH @ 50¢ 

_____LOOK AT LIFE WITH THE APOSTLE PETER 
@ 50g 

_____THE SPIRIT’S SWORD @ 50¢ 


THEREFORE GO @ 50¢ 
(Any five dollar selection of Bible study books for $4.00) 





HYMN BOOK 

_____HYMNS @ 75¢ 

_____12 or more @ 65¢ each 
____CHRISTIAN PRAISE @ $3.25 


HIS BINDER 
Binder (for nine issues) @ $2.25 
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BOOKLET SERIES 
_____BECOMING A CHRISTIAN @ 10¢ 

CALLED BUT NOT GOING @ 10¢ 
_____GETTING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD @ 10¢ 
HAVE YOU CONSIDERED HIM? @ 10¢ 
____MY HEART—CHRIST’S HOME @ 10g 
_____PERSONAL EVANGELISM @ 10¢ 


_____TABOO @ 10¢ 
(Any fifty of the above booklets for $4.00) 





REFERENCE AND STUDY SERIES 


_____THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY @ $7.95 
(plus any $2.00 selection of books) 


____.THE NEW BIBLE HANDBOOK @ $3.75 
(plus any $1.00 selection of books) 


____SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES @ $3.75 
(plus any $1.00 selection of books) 


MISSIONARY BOOKS 

____A SURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS @ $5.95 
—____THE UNCHANGING COMMISSION @ $1.50 
MISSION FIELDS TODAY @ $1.00 
_____PREPARING TO BE A MISSIONARY @ $1.00 
_____All four missionary books for $7.50 





NEW BOOKS (page 45) 

____TOWARD CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE @ $2.25 
—___ON CALL @ $3.50 

____CAMPUS CHRISTIAN WITNESS @ $3.00 
_____All three new books for $7.50 





NOTE: Prices listed are for U.S.A. only. Do not send re- 


mittances with Canadian orders. Bill will be sent. 
*Please add 5% mailing charge on all orders. 


(1 Please send me the new 1958 Publications catalogue 
(when available) describing the contents of these books. 
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p. 42 Dec. 


SCIENCE 
Ronrsacn, Hans E 
Modern Science and Christian Faith 


p. 33 Oct. 

SEASONAL 
BoRMANN, PAULINE CorRLIss 

Gift of Peace p. 3 Dec. 
CLARKSON, E. MARGARET 

Singing the Birth p. 11 Dec. 
Laceer, EILEEN 

A Child Is Born p. 1 Dec. 
VOCATION 
Drew, NINA 

Nurse in Kashmir p.17 Jan. 
Giasser, ARTHUR F. 

Vocational Witness p. 9 Nov. 
Name WITHHELD 

Foreign Aid p. 34 Nov, 


Name WITHHELD g 
Open Letter to Teachers p.35 Jan. 
WeEILerR, PHILIP 


Serving Christ p. 14 Nov. 
WOMEN 
Name WITHHELD 
If You Don’t Marry p. 40 Feb. 
Watts, Dorotuy 
A Woman's Point of View p.31 Mar. 
HIS, JUNE, 1958 


Nov. 


57 


58 


57 


58 


58 


58 


58 


58 


58 


58 


58 


57 


57 


57 


57 


57 


57 


58 


57 


57 


58 


57 


58 


58 


aeenenanaiom i i | a 
een ee 


mamma i antennae 





this 
Sumer 


Qo SPEAKS through books. Not just the Bible 
(which is the Book by which all the rest are to be 
tested), but through other books as well. 

Consider the proven effect of Hudson Taylor’s 
Spiritual Secret on many generations of students. 
Or current best-sellers such as Toward Christian 
Marriage, Through Gates of Splendor, Why Be- 
lieve? — each with its own particular purpose and 
result. 

Students must spend so much time with books 
anyway, just for their courses, that they are inclined 
to let other reading slide—especially Christian read- 
ing—during university days. There’s time for Li’l 
Abner and Dick Tracy, but no time for Charles 
Simeon and Henry Martyn. 

(Continued on page 44, column 1) 
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e The Inter-Varsity chapter at Cornell Univer- 
sity (Ithaca, N. Y.) sponsored a series of five lec- 
tures by Walter Liefeld on “The Claim of Jesus 
Christ.” Nine people became Christians during the 
series and many others began to seriously consider 
their own relationship to God. Other Inter-Varsity 
and Officers Christian Union personnel assisted Mr. 
Liefeld, speaking at more than 30 other meetings 
in classes and living units. 


e More than 60 Inter-Varsity graduates attended a 
Northern California conference to consider ‘‘Christianity 
and Modern Professional Life.’ Speakers included Asso- 
ciate Professor Robert Mannes, Engineering Dept., U. of 
Southern Cal.; Paul Holzinger, real estate business, and 
IVCF staff member Harry Burke. 


e Tape recordings of last winter’s John Stott 
lectures at Harvard have been used to reach dor- 
mitory students at the U. of Toledo in a series of 
informal get-togethers at the home of a young Chris- 
tian couple near the campus. The tapes also have 
been used at the College of Wooster and at Oberlin 
College. 


e A student panel of IVCF’ers at Penn State U. dis- 
cussed the Christian attitude toward education. New 
Bible study groups have been started, together with a 
study group leaders’ course. Christian students are study- 
ing the Gospel of Mark on Sunday afternoons. 


e The ivcF chapter at Ohio State U. conducted 
a program on “The Heart of Culture,” considering 
various areas of cultural significance. Staff mem- 
ber Joe Martin spoke on the necessity for Christians 
to understand the culture in which they live. 


e Inter-Varsity students at the U. of Buffalo are con- 
tinuing their weekly meetings, plus two Bible study 
groups and a prayer meeting. Tuesday night topics have 
included a panel on dating, a message on ‘‘The Nature 
and Significance of Heaven and Hell,”” and a message 
on the will of God by the Rev. William Childs, Kenmore 


Baptist Church. 


» Students from Bloomsburg, Lock Haven and 
Mansfield, Pa., State Teachers Colleges, Bucknell U., 
Lycoming and Wilkes Colleges, and area nursing 
schools, met for the first time for a week-end con- 
ference on “Being a Christian Witness on Campus.” 
Program included Bible studies, workshops and 
messages. 


e The Inter-Varsity chapter at Illinois State Normal 
U. held a youth conference sponsored by the Youth 
Fellowship of the Smithfield, Ill., Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Fifteen students and faculty advisor 
Dr. Harlow Evans participated. Students directed discus- 
sions on witnessing, knowing God's will, how to read 
the Bible, and what it means to be a Christian. 


Faculty members in Illinois and Wisconsin 
are planning their annual conference, Sept. 5-7, at 
Elburn, Ill. Eric S. Fife, 1vcF Missionary Secretary, 
will speak. Theme: “The Christian Professor on a 
Non-Christian Campus.” Interested faculty should 
write Regional Secretary James F. Nyquist, 1519 
N. Astor, Chicago 10. 


e Chapter presidents of Philadelphia and Eastern 
Pennsylvania colleges met May 17 for an afternoon and 
evening conferette. Subjects included leading business 
meetings, qualifications of leadership, how to be a 
leader, praying together as chapters, and the responsi- 
bilities of Christian leadership. 


» mvcF’ers at Pasadena City College (Calif.) 
told of God’s work on their campus at a Sunday 
evening service at Emmanuel Baptist Church. An- 
other student reported on the work at Calif. Insti- 
tute of Technology. 


e Holmes Bible College (Greenville, S. C.) Student 
Foreign Missions Fellowship has a project to supply funds 
for a lighting system in a national church in South Africa. 


—James W. REAPSOME 





